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Background

• For some time, Mendocino College (MC) Leadership has been 
concerned about the lack of good housing options for its students

• In August 2017, MC engaged Derivi Castellanos Architects (DCA) 
to prepare a student housing market feasibility study, to:

• Explore and quantify student housing needs and interests
• Research housing trends in the region
• Research community college housing best practices
• Forecast demand for student housing at MC
• Develop feasible housing project scenarios
• In March 2018, DCA presented its findings to the MC Board of Trustees
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Interest of Student Responses in Student Housing
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• Survey sent to entire student 
body – 6,900 students

• Initiated on December 6, 2017

• Ran for two weeks

• Received 348 completed 
responses

• Confidence level of 95%

• 12% of respondents stated 
they have no housing



Ukiah Valley Job Growth vs Housing Construction
2010-2016
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Background

• In June 2018, MC authorized DCA to undertake Site Planning & 
Feasibility of a potential Student Housing Project on the MC 
campus, tasks included:

• Evaluation of five potential sites for a Student Housing Project on the 
MC campus

• Investigate adequacy of existing infrastructure

• Solicit input from stakeholders regarding unit mix and amenities

• Prepare financial pro forma 
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• Prime Location
• Near Student Life/Activity
• Terrain more difficult



2

• Near Heart of Campus
• Closes to Utilities
• Extensive Earthwork
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• Terrain is Level
• Close to Utilities
• Removed from Student Life/Activity







Next Steps

• Select preferred site

• Proceed with Schematic Design
• Floor Plans

• Building Elevations

• Utilities Routing

• Consider Funding Options
• Developer Finances, Builds & Operates

• Financed by MC (C.O.P.)

• General Obligation Bond
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Thank You!

Questions?
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