MENDOCINO-LAKE COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
A Special Meeting of the Mendocino-Lake Community College District Board of Trustees was
convened on Wednesday, October 15, 2014, Mendocino College 1000 Hensley Creek Drive,

Ukiah, CA

GENERAL MATTERS

Call To
Order/Pledge of
Allegiance

Board Members

Secretary

Support Staff

Public Comments

Trustee Clark, Board President, called the meeting to order at 2:04 PM.

President Joel Clark present
Vice President Paul Ubelhart present
Clerk John Tomkins present
Trustee Edward Haynes present
Trustee Joan M. Eriksen present
Trustee Janet Chaniot present
Trustee Dave Geck present
Student Trustee Nayeli Castaneda present

Arturo Reyes, Superintendent/President

Mary Lamb, Executive Assistant to the Superintendent/President

Board President Clark stated the Board just received the comprehensive report
from the Board of Trustees ad hoc committee. With copies available in the back
of the room, he announced there would be a brief period of time taken to allow
everyone the opportunity to read through the report and form their comments
based on the document. He added with receipt of this report, the Board
anticipates voting on the Point Arena Field Station issue in November.

Board President Clark then moved the meeting forward by informing those
present that the format for this meeting will be the Board interviewing and asking
questions of the ad hoc committee members.

The following people addressed the Board in support of keeping the Point Arena
Field Station property:

e Seth LaRosa is a Mendocino College student who has visited the site twice.
He feels the property is a very valuable resource to students which cannot be
experienced on the regular campus.

e Ukiah Morrison stated students in many other courses could benefit from the
experience and we should do our best to retain the facility.

e Wade Koeninger would like to make two corrections to the report. On page
two where the options are listed should include the option proposed by the
Friends of the Point Arena Field Station who want to delay the sale and not
sell the station. He added the same correction should be made on page five of



the document. He also added he would like a copy of his remarks included in
the minutes of this meeting (see attachments at the end of this document).

He would like to know if there are there unbiased appraisals supporting the
various options.

¢ Billie Smith asked the Board to think carefully about the decision they are
going to make and to allow enough time for the Friends of the PAFS to find
support and gather funding.

e Paul Poulos is a member of the Friends of the PAFS. He stated the decisions
which the Board will make will be historical for not only the institution but
for the county and the community. A letter to Congressman Huffman dated
October 9, 2014 was read (see attachments at the end of this document).

e Melissa Reynolds is a student and the current President of the Associated
Students of Mendocino College. She presented a petition signed by 354
students asking the Board not to sell the property (see attachments at the end
of this document).

e Jeremy Potter is a student who came to Mendocino College with an interest in
chemical engineering. He feels with the right backing, the financial issue can
be resolved and that there is a stronger interest in the facility than what has
been portrayed to date.

e Emily Scott is a science major student who feels the facility offers the rare
opportunity for students to experience hands on learning which promote
student success and interactive learning.

e Alan West is a professor of biology at Mendocino College since Jan 1981.

He pointed out that student success is outlined at the facility through
environmental stewardship. If sold, we can only hope the property can be
protected. He fears the environmental damage will be severe. The other
option would be to keep the facility and allow the people who are devoted to
this project to gather the support needed for its continued operation. The
downside of this option is in five years all you have lost is time. He added
there are others who are ready to partner with us without a sale. He asked that
a copy of a letter from Susan Oylarnik and Gary Cherr who are Directors with
the Bodega Marine Reserve at the University of California, Davis be entered
into the record (see attachments at the end of this document).

e Julie Bawcom shared her concern regarding the details of the proposal.
Without knowledge of the details, there is no way to form an opinion. She
feels it would be better for the college to maintain ownership.

Markley Bavinger from the Trust for Public Lands stated as an outside witness, it
pains her to hear the personal trauma this opportunity has created especially to all
those involved in this decision. She has been working for many years to protect
the landscape and feels the Bureau of Land Management loves this area as well
which is reflected in the level of protection given to the National Monument. She
pointed out that under the college ownership; the PAFS is not currently a
protected area. She offered to be available to answer any questions.



Agenda Approval

Point Arena Field
Station

M/S/C (Geck/Tomkins) to approve the agenda as submitted.

INFORMATIONAL/DISCUSSION ITEM

Committee chair Haynes addressed the Board by walking them through the
details of the report. He pointed out there have been two different ad-hoc
committees; the college ad-hoc committee is different from the Board of Trustees
ad-hoc committee. The Board of Trustees ad-hoc committee was set up to
address Brown Act issues and was charged to research and present options to the
Board.

The committee met with and interviewed the various entities involved in this
issue. The meeting minutes are posted on the website along with copies of the
documents presented by the various groups. Groups interviewed included:

Friends of the Point Arena Field Station

Point Arena Field Station Management Committee

Mendocino College Maintenance and Operations representatives
Mendocino College Management/Supervisory/Confidential, Classified
and Student constituent group members

Mendocino College Foundation representatives

e Keenan Insurance representatives

e Coastal groups including representatives from the Point Arena Lighthouse
and Lodging, Point Arena Gateway group, Point Arena Native American
community and the Noyo Center in Fort Bragg.

A survey of the college community was conducted. The committee reviewed the
results the survey which included six different options: two options to sell, two
options with reservations and two options which would see the college
maintaining ownership of the property.

After review and discussion, the ad-hoc committee determined they would
recommend one option to the Board. Committee chair Haynes then asked
Academic Senate President and ad-hoc committee member Reid Edelman to
address the Board regarding how the committee arrived at this decision.

He informed the committee the ad-hoc committee started the process with each
committee member writing their own opinions. From the beginning, it was clear
the committee members did not agree and most likely were not going to. The
committee recommendation is a compromise solution which is something
everyone felt was acceptable. While the committee realizes there are a lot of
details left to be worked out, their motivation to consider this option came from
the meeting with the coastal constituents who expressed their interest in working
with the college. The coastal constituents also pointed out the possibility of
securing potential funding and grants would be more favorable if approached as a
partnership versus independently. Academic Senate President Edelman stated he



became very hopeful when the committee heard from the representatives from the
Point Arena Lighthouse who were receptive to the idea of educational uses and
mentioned possible housing opportunities as well. The committee also heard
positive comments from the coastal constituents who seem to be very interested
in seeing an interpretive center on the site.

The committee also heard that due of the nature from the federal proclamation,
the Bureau of Land Management is held to a higher standard. There may also be
ability to fence the research areas and protect the sensitive ecological areas of the
land. Academic Senate President Edelman encouraged the Board to read the
various reports as submitted as well.

The following ad-hoc committee members then commented as follows:

e Academic Senate Vice President Edington stated he agrees with
Academic Senate President Edelman’s previous statements.

e Vice President Cichocki added the meeting with group of coastal
constituents was enlightening.

e Classified Senate Vice President Bushway stated there were many
discussions held with various members of his constituent group regarding
this subject.

o Classified Senate President Alfkin informed the Board he had nothing to
add.

e Board member Tomkins added there were many viewpoints and any pre-
conceived notions were constantly challenged.

e Vice President Guleff stated due diligence was definitely completed. She
is most proud of the effort the committee put forth which captured the
process and the work.

e Board Member Chaniot stated working with this committee has been one
of the most valuable experiences she has had in her career. While the
proclamation for the National Monument includes a requirement to use
land for educational uses, she added an interpretive center would help to
maintain the historical value of the property. Meetings scheduled but
always ran long. She feels that moving forward there is a large amount of
work that needs to be completed in order to obtain funding. She added
whatever decision is made on November 5™, there will be details that
must be addressed.

Board President Clark stated he would be interested in hearing if the level of
fundraising mentioned earlier by Mr. Koeninger would be maintained if this
option were pursued. He is also interested in hearing from anyone who is part of
the Friends of the Point Arena Field Station to see if this is a win/win situation
from their perspective as well.

Academic Senate President Edelman added the committee also learned that grants
for field stations are very difficult to obtain on your own but could be more



accessible as a group.

ADJOURNMENT  M/S/C (Tomkins/Geck) RESOLVED, That the Mendocino-Lake Community
College District Board of Trustees does hereby adjourn the meeting at 3:45 PM.

Submitted by:
Arturo Reyes, Superintendent/President
Secretary, Board of Trustees



Draft Remarks BOT October 15

Thank you for giving me time to speak. Although [ am a member of the Friends, the following remarks
are mine and do not necessarily represent the opinions of anyone else.

This postponement in the ad hoc committee’s report is a reminder of the amount of time needed to
gather information — information vital to the decision you are asked to make about the future of the
field station. In spite of the sleepless nights and huge amount of time already expended by both sides of
this issue, many questions remain unanswered. After you board members consider the following
questions, | hope you will agree that you and all parties should take whatever time is needed in order to
better understand the complexity of the matter as well as verify the accuracy of the information upon
which your decision rests.

Are there in writing legitimate unbiased third party appraisals for all of the alternatives you have under
consideration? {The Friends proposal requires no appraisals.)

Do you have in writing from the VP of Finance good estimates of the amount of financial commitments
and revenue associated with all of the alternatives you have under consideration? (The Friends proposal
provides the funding to support for up to 4 years the operating costs of the field station at the same
minimal level the college has been spending in the recent past as well as most of the 31 years before
that.)

Do you currently, or expect to have soon, in writing the opinions/agreements of the President and
Executive Director of the Foundation as to Janet’s plans under consideration that involve them? (The
only involvement already agreed to by the Foundation under the Friend's plan is to serve as a repository
of $50,000 donated/matched/pledged and designated, with reservations, to support the cost of the field
station white long term plans are made and executed.)

With respect to lanet’s proposal, will there be enough time between now and November 5 to obtain all
the necessary data and information required? As an example, i refer to the letter about the possible
involvement of the Bodega Marine Field Station which Alan has provided for your information.

Are there in writing specific agreements, or changes in agreements such as the original Intent to Selt, on
the part of the TLP and BLM for all of the alternatives you have under consideration? Have you asked
those entities if their superior officials, such as the BLM office in Sacramento, have been apprised and
agreed in writing to the information you require? {In this regard members of the Friends are in the
process of attempting to gather information pertinent to both our and your deliberations.)

Have you asked, via a requested written response, the most important question of the BLM/TPL as to
when their offer to buy the field station will expire?

Are you aware of the historical significance of the field station and how it might affect funding to
support the facilities? (Paul Poulos is a great resource to help you answer this question, and wili briefly
address you today on this matter.)



As a matter of due diligence have you asked your ad hoc committee to provide in writing that only the
three of them have discussed any of the information they have gathered and are presenting to you
today? ( | bring this up in reference to the following excerpt from the Brown Act.)

(b) (1) A majority of the members of a legislative body shall not,
outside a meeting authorized by this chapter, use a series of
communications of any kind, directly or through intermediaries, to
discuss, deliberate, or take action on any item of business that is
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body.

{(2) Paragraph (1) shall not be construed as preventing an employee
or official of a local agency, from engaging in separate
conversations or communications outside of a meeting authorized by
this chapter with members of a legislative bedy in order to answer
questions or provide information regarding a matter that is within
the subject matter jurisdiction of the local agency, if that person
does not communicate to members of the legislative body the comments
or position of any other member or members of the legislative body.)

Has your attorney assured you in writing that you can assume all pertinent governmental regulations
and legal matters have been addressed and that you can feel your decision can be made without
addressing more deeply any open issues, including those listed in these remarks? (Thé Friends are
currently trying to determine which governmental regulations are involved and the extent to which they
will affect your decisions.)

My remarks ask you board members to take the required amount of time to obtain answers to the
above questions, as well as any others, in order for you to vote, knowing you have fulfilled your duties
and responsibilities you assumed upon swearing to abide by the QOath of Office.

t sincerely thank you for all the time you have taken with regard to this matter, and | hope and wish that
you will make the right decision. The matter is extremely important and deserves all of the time it has
already taken and as much more time as necessary.

May the Eagle long continue to fly happily over the Pt. Arena Field Station with the assurance that
students such as those, who have shared their experiences today, will learn and feave with enthusiasm
from living together and exploring the tide pools and landscapes.




i wear two hats, Director of the MCHS and Editor of its Society Journal. | am also a member of Friends of
the PAFS. | want to give you information about two matters, both of which derive from my work with
MCHS. My initial remarks consist of a brief summary of the historical significance of the field station.
The second part'of my statement refers to a meeting fast Sunday with Congressman Jared Huffman.

From an historical standpoint the field station derives much of its sig_nifitance from the LORAN Station,
which was located on the site during and following WWII. Much of the equipment and buildings from
that era remain in place. Despite their poor physical conditions, these relics of that era have historical
value. Because of their historical character, they have the potential to qualify for state and/or federal
grants and funding, which can be used to restore and maintain them. This fact is the reason | asked for
and received an appointment to meet with Congressman Huffman.

The first question | asked of him was to confirm or deny rumors that he felt the PAFS was a local issue,
and that he was not ready to become invoived. He informed me that the rumor was not accurate, and
that he had been misquoted or misunderstood. Further he agreed with all of the pdints included in my
email to him. And, he stated that his main concern is that the land should not be sold to an individual or
corporation, and that the facility shouid not be destroyed or lost.

Attached to my remarks are:

1. My letter of October 9, 2014 to Congressman Huffman.

2. A memo summarizing my work done at the request of the BLM to evaluate the historica!
significance of the PAFS. | believe some of you trustees may have aiready seen this memo, but it
is attached because it is relevant to your deliberations. '

3. My letter of August 31%, 2014 to the Editor of the Ukiah Daily Journal, which was printed in the
newspaper. '

Trustees, please devote enough time to the information contained in my remarks and the material
attached thereto. Your duty is to explore as thoroughly as possible all aspects that bear on your
decision. Please keep in mind the importance of the long term consequences of your decision and give
proper weight to them,



October 9, 2014
Congressman Jared Huffiman

In the early 1940s, the US Government took, by eminent domain, a fifteen-acre parcel of land on the
Mendocino Coast from the Stornetta Family to be used for a new technology in the war effort as one of
three locations of Long Range Navigation Stations (LORAN).

1t was first occupied by the US Air Force and then transferred to the US Coast Guard, who
constructed the existing buildings. The military installation served our country through the end of WWIL, the
Korean Conflict, the Vietnam War, and the Cold War, thus making it the only remaining historical installation
of this type, not only in your District but within the entire State!

After the station was decommissioned, the US Department of Education gave the site to Mendocino
College under a thirty-year guardianship to establish proper use, and then transferred it to Mendocino
College as an educational and research site, which it has continued to do successfully for the past thirty three
years.

It seems unrealistic to us that our government would not find it incongruous for one department, Dept
of Interior (BLM) to destroy what another, the Dept of Education, had gifted! Especially if BLM requires the
protected area—that is not only historic, but virtually the only remnant of the California coast of a century
ago—to be destroyed. ' '

I know that this missive is short but hope that it serves as an opening for discussions with you. The
Mendocino County Historical Society and the Friends of the Point Arena Field Station constitute nearly a
thousand of your involved constituents. The Board of the 600-member MCHS unanimously instructed me to
evaluate the historical potential of the LORAN property. I have done so and find its transition to a public
domain nothing less than tragic. ”

Is it at all possible for a small group of us to meet with you for a short time to discuss this matter
while you are in your District?

I look forward to meeting you in person Sunday night in Petaluma!
Sincerely,
Paul W. Poulos

Director of the Mendocino County Historical Sociéty
Member of the Friends of the Point Arena Field Station



LORAN Station - Point Arena:

On January 6 of this year we received a registered letter from the US department of
Interior Bureau of Land Management asking if we would be interested in being
consulted regarding the possibie demolition of the US Coast Guard LORAN

Statlon at Point Arena. :

The Society board of directors replied in the affirmative and | was appointed to
evaluate the property and return with a report. At the local BLM office in Ukiah |
met with Chris Lloyd, the local BLM archaeologist. Since then, Mr. Lloyd and | have
attempted to visit the property, but always met with reasons from the college
administration why it would not be possible for us to evaluate the property.

Finally, Necia Liles and | were able to gain access without the aid of BLM. With
other research, | was able to report to my board that, given my study and appraisal
of the LORAN site and the history of its presence and activities during the Second
World War, the Korean Conflict, the Vietham War, and the Cold War, coupled with

- the distinct possibility that this site may be eligible for the registry of Hlstorlc
Places, precludes the pos3|b|l|ty of demolition. :

The MCHS bhoard of ten business and professional members voted unanimously to
recommend to the BLM and the college that we strongly advise the renovation and
continued use of the property as a teaching and research facility! The property is
architecturally and historically a part of Mendocino County, and made a
contribution to a time in our lives when many of our comrades died to preserve
our way of life. Many of us worked hard to win the Mendocino College, that we lost
before we won. We still remember the first fight, when we had the college
approved and a board of trustees elected, but lost the funding battle. However, we
eventually did win, and we have continued to support the institution. The
continued support of the college by the voting members of this community
requires wisdom and trust, not back-room politics.

The MCHS asked unanimously that you do not lose the supporlﬁ of your staunch
supporters by trading this unique sanctuary for the study of marine biology,
geology, archeology, and many other academic endeavors for a few pieces of
silver, : :




Another Voice

The words pristine and unique keep popping up when talking or writing about the
sale of the coastal college property to BLM. So what makes this property unique? Back in
the early days of WWII, the US military was looking for a site to establish a LORAN station,
a long range radio frequency transmission facility that could be used for navigation when
triangutated with other stations.

The exact location for the station on the Mendocino coast was probably selected
and taken as eminent domain from the Stornetta family because of its ideal situation in the
triangle. The site was unique for many reasons, not least likely the concern that the
Japanese might attack California, since a Japanese submarine had been spotted off Point
Arena light station, and another had sunk a freighter near Eureka.

So why this spot rather than nearer the lighthouse? Historically, the site has some of
the heaviest winds on the coast, the bluffs are sheer, and the tidal entrance to the small bay
is nearly impenetrable due to its geologic formations as a branch of the San Andreas Fault.

These are the same reasons that the site is unique for the studies of oceanography,
geology, and marine biology as well as all the other scientific endeavours and teachings
that have gone on at this location for many years. ‘

The Herculean efforts of Professor Bob Wallen convinced the Federal Government
that this land was pristine and should be used for teaching and research. It is the only area
that represents the California of seventy-one years ago because of its ongoing Federal
Government and college protection, and it should continue to be protected and used as a
teaching field station for the college.

| liken the sale of this property to a runaway train that is about to derail the promises
of the past and the future potential to develop leaders in many fields of biodiversity. If we
build it and advertise it, they will come!

But what exactly is this runaway train?

The train jeaving the station is not a train at all, but a piece of land on our
coast known as the Point Arena Field Station, or LORAN Station. It is 15-plus acres of
pristine California coast that can be likened to a runaway train because the engineer,
Arturo Reyes, can see only the short term benefits of the $1.5 miilion sale to the BLM.
Contingent on the sale of the unigue piece of land are costs—that must be covered by the
college—of removing storage tanks and equipment. In other words, the buyer, BLM,
expects the seller, Mendocino College, to use a large share of the purchase price to
restore the property to its original, natural condition—an impossible task.

Research at the Station has gone on for years on this property; it needs to be
continued and expanded upon, not stopped. The potential for other research in the fields of



b:odlversﬂy are only waiting for a chance to blossom, but this cannot be done if the area is
turned into a playground for tourism.

Is another small, public stretch of rugged, diverse shoreline more important than
preserving the station for the edification of students yet to become the future feaders in the
many fields of biodiversity? The LORAN Station has been a pivotal point in the education
of many scientists, and can continue to play that role. Perhaps we need to publish papers
that we have received from scientists who have written in support of keeping the property
unsullied!

Thirty years ago, this "surplus government property" was given o our college by
the Federal Government—over competing requests from the Department of Fish and
Game and others—for education and research. It would appear that the Department of
Interior, i.e., BLM, who wants it now, was not even considered.

So, who stops a runaway train? The brakemen of course, and who are they?
Well, the most important at this time are the members of our duly elected College Board. In
the Sunday, August 3, 2014 Ukiah Daily Journal, on page 1 "above the fold," College
President Arturo Reyes said, "the decision of whether or not to sell will be the Board's."

But maybe not; maybe they will look closer at The Friends of the Point Arena
Station—280 strong and growing—who are dedicated to preserving this unique asset. You
can add your name to the list of very concerned voters by just sending an email to
bawcom@pacific.net.

Paul Poulos, DVM and Professor, Ret.,

or just plain Paul Poulos,

Director of the Held-Poage Home and Research Library
Mendocino County Historical Society '

and Friend of PAFS!

1801 Ridge Road

Ukiah, CA 95482



Don’t Sell It

¢ We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unique learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

* Mendocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future

students.

¢ Inorderto try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our community/students.

Please sign below to show your support.

- To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit

pointarena.wordpress.com
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Don’t Sell It

e We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unique learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

* Mendocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future

students.

* Inorder to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our community/students.

Please sign below to show your support.

® To leam more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit

pointarena.wordpress.com
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Don’t Sell It

We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unique learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

Mendocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future
students.

In order to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our community/students.
Please sign below to show your support,

To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please \nsut
pointarena.wordpress.com
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Don’t Sell It

» We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unique learning opportunities, hands-on-real world Ieafning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

* Mendocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead.-The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future
students,

¢ Inorder to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to ourc:_Smmunitylstudents.
Please sign below to show your support.

¢ To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit
pointarena.wordpress.com '
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Don’t Sell It

» We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unique learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

¢ Mendocino College owes no money for the fieid station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future

students.

¢ Inorder to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our community/students.

Please sign below to show your support.

e To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit

pointarena.wordpress.com
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Don’t Sell It

s We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unique learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

s Mendocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The

- station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future

students.

o Inorder to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our community/students.

Please sign below to show your support.

* Tolearn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit

pointarena.wordpress.com
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Don’t Sell It

e \We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unique learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

* Mendocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very -
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future '
students.

¢ - In order to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our community/students.
Please sign below to show your support.

¢ To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit
pointarena.wordpress.com
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Don’t Sell It

We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unique learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

Mendocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive frbm the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an 1mp0r‘tant asset to the college and should be available to current and future
students. - _

In order to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our communltylstudents
Please sign below to show your support.

To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station piease visit
pointarena.wordpress.com
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Don’t Sell It

e We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide -

© . unique learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

e Mendocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future
students. ,

e In order to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our community/students.
Please sign below to show your support.

e To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit
pointarena.wordpress.com
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Don’t Sell It

We are hoping to s{op the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide

‘unique learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and

enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

Mendacino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future
students. ‘ _

In order to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the |mp0rtance this rare possession is to our communrty/students
Please sign below to show your support.

To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit
pointarena.wordpress.com
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Don’t Sell It

We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unique learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning expenences and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

Mendocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station WIth very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future
students.

In order to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance _thls rare possession is to our community/students.
Please sign below to show your support.

To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit

pointarena. wordpress.com

Name

Signature

WY 10 L G\‘o (26

~ ‘f/x/w/\, ;—;’fd’%ﬁk&

. . . J
Wen \ai %m’\&\ (}C‘,Lx)(\ WJR/VMJ,//JF/* <n‘ M e—

SQ/% L2 s

7
-vf*:ﬁ, e ncin ﬁ{?é{’; i/ [ LMt 10

Re

S WAdinyg Recl ' Pé@wb@/t?@fdg




Don’t Sell It

¢ We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unique learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

‘& Mendocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly-an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future
students. :

¢ Inorder to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our community/students.
Please sign below to show your support.

e To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit
pointarena.wordpress.com
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Don’t Sell It

s We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unique learning opportunities, hands-on-reat world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

¢ Mendocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future
students.

» Inorder to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our communlty/students
Please sign below to show your support. _ _

¢ To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit
pointarena.wordpress.com
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Don’t Sell It

We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unique fearning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

Mendocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future
students.

In order to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our community/students.
Please sign below to show your support.

To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit
pointarena.wordpress.com
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Don’t Sell It

* We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unique Jjearning opportunities, hands-on-real world leaming expenences and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

¢ Mendocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly-an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future

students.

e Inorder to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our communltylstudents

Please sign below to show your suppaort.

» To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit

peointarena.wordpress.com
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Don’t Sell It

e - We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
' unique learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

e Mendocino College owes no meney for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to seli it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future
students. '

» In order to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our community/students.
Please sign below to show your support.

s To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit
pointarena.wordpress.com

Name ' _ | Signature
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Don’t Sell It

¢ We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unique learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

¢ Mendocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an 1mportant asset to the college and should be available to current and future
students.

e Inorder to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Roard of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our commumtylstudents

~ Please sign below to show your support.

e To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit

pointarena.wordpress.com
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Don’t Sell It

e We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unigue learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

» Mendocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very

~ little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future
students. -

e Inorder to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our community/students.
Please sign below to show your support. '

¢ To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit
pointarena.wordpress.com
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| Don’t Sell It

We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unique learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

Mendaocino College owes no money for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be availabie to current and future
students.

In order to try and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our community/students.
Please sign below to show your support. :

To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit

pointarena. wordpress.com

Name

Signature
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-Don’t Sell It

* We are hoping to stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station in order to provide
unicue learning opportunities, hands-on-real world learning experiences, and
enhancement of student success within (STEM) academics.

¢ Mendocino College owes no-money for the field station and runs the station with very
little overhead. The College Board of Trustees is preparing to sell it. The field station is
truly an educational gem that no price could ever compare against the benefits the
students receive from the rare opportunity of experiencing hands of research. The
station is an important asset to the college and should be available to current and future
students.,

¢ Inorder to fry and stop the sale of the Point Arena Field Station we need to show the
Board of Trustees the importance this rare possession is to our community/students.
Please sign below to show your support.

¢ To learn more about the Point Arena Field Station please visit
pointarena.wordpress.com
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October 10, 2014

Steve Cardimona, PhD
Professor of Earth Science, Mendocino College

Dear Dr. Cardimona,

It has been brought to our attention that the Point Arena Field Station may be
closing as a result of Mendocino College selling the property to the Trust for
Public Land, with the ultimate objective of turning ownership over to the Bureau
of Land Management for incorporation into the California Coastal Monument.
This letter is to emphasize the importance and value of this field station - not just
to the students and faculty of Mendocino College, but to students and
researchers across the state — and to encourage continued operation of this site
as a field station. |

Field stations are important sites for scientists to conduct research and make
important discoveries about the natural world, a critical function at a time when
human activities are altering nature at an unprecedented rate. The National
Academy of Sciences recently released a report highlighting the national
importance of field stations (Enhancing the Value and Sustainability of Field
Stations and Marine Laboratories in the 21*' Century, National Research Council,
2014). Serving as centers of research, conservation, education, and public
outreach, they are important sites at which researchers and educators can
transcend different disciplines in ways that have great impact on current and
future scientific research.

The report also highlights the significant impact field stations have on students by
providing a novel and stimulating environment, hands-on experience, and
immersive research opportunities, teaching students how to do science by
actually doing it, an experience that is life changing and not possible in the
classroom setting. The role field stations play in recruiting students into fields of
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) is incredibly
important. It has been clearly demonstrated that the inclusion of experience-
based learning into formal education engages students across economic status
and ethnicity. The loss of the Point Arena Field Station will not only affect
Mendocina College (as well as other education institutions) but will be a
significant blow to the future of STEM education for Northern California students.



The Point Arena field station is an important oceanographic and metecrological
instrumentation site that serves the statewide network supported by the national
program in ocean observing (Integrated Ocean Observing System, I0O0S). This
network is critical to providing coverage of the region between Point Reyes and
Cape Mendocino, and data from this network enables us to understand the
impacts of climate change on ecosystems as well as coastal community
resilience. The high frequency radar system operated at the Point Arena Field
Station by the UC Davis Bodega Marine Laboratory Oceanography Group
provides continuous (24/7) ocean surface current data that are used for
characterizing ocean upwelling which is critical for predicting salmon fisheries,
sea level rise, and tsunami warnings. Closing the field station would eliminate the
ocean observing system at this key site and terminate a long-term data set that is
critical for understanding oceanographic conditions associated with climate
change. Furthermore, these real time data are used in disasters such as
detecting oil spill frajectories and search and rescue efforts. Data from these
systems have proved to be invaluable in such emergency responses during
these events as well as post-event assessment (e.g., Deep Horizon oil spill,
Cosco Busan ol spill).

The Point Arena Field Station also protects and provides access to important
coastal habitats, including both marine and terrestrial habitats. The rocky
intertidal and subtidal areas that can be safely accessed from the field station are
extremely valuable as research and education sites, and the de facto public
access restriction the field station provides by nature of its location has effectively
maintained these sites in excellent condition, unlike similar intertidal areas that
are subject to unrestricted public access. In addition to the marine habitats, the
coastal terrace and coastal prairie encompassed by the field station are also
valuable habitats for research and education, and are also of great conservation
interest. Coastal prairies in California support the highest plant diversity of any
grassland in the United States, however only 10% of the native coastal prairie
communities remain (Noss and Peters, 1995, Endangered ecosystems: a status
report on America’s vanishing habitat and wildlife). The variety of habitats
available at this small station can attract and support a broad range of research
and class use, including but not limited to topics in the fields of geology, ecology,
biology, oceanography, chemistry, art, history, physics, and engineering.

Field stations such as Mendocino College’s station at Point Arena are critical for
not only long-term data to inform on physical drivers controlling ecosystems in
the Northern California upwelling zone and the impacts of climate change, but
also for education of students. Based on our experience with other field stations
we also see significant potential for expansion of use by a much broader range of
students and researchers from other institutions and disciplines. Considering the
new National Monument and the nearby Point Arena Marine Protected Area
(MPA), it is our view that a research and education facility at this site should be
treasured and maintained as a field station if at all possible, especially since a
decision to sell and close the field station is an irreversible one and a loss to
California’s education and research.



Sincerely,

pusgrn Ot L g7

(Suzanne Olyafhik, PhD Gary Cherr, PhD
Director Director
Bodega Marine Reserve UC Davis Bodega Marine Laboratory
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