
VOCATIONAL NURSING CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT 

The Vocational Nursing program is designed to prepare graduates to meet the requirements to practice as a 
vocational nurse in a variety of health care settings. The student is awarded a Vocational Nursing Certificate of 
Achievement upon successful completion of the program. The program is concept and competency based and 
provides sequential learning experiences progressing from theoretical to applied practice. Students learn in 
foundational courses the basic understandings of humankind as a physical, mental, and social being. Students learn 
about the wellness to illness continuum and how it impacts individuals uniquely. Within the clinical settings, 
students learn critical thinking and decision-making skills. The program has three semesters of theory and clinical 
work. Lab and clinical work will be on campus and in community health facilities. Graduation from the program 
qualifies the student for examination for the National Council Licensure Examination for Practical Nurses (NCLEX-
PN). After successful completion of the examination and all requirements of the Board of Vocational Nursing and 
Psychiatric Technicians, graduates may be licensed to work as Vocational Nurses in California. 

Required Courses 

Course Number Course Name Units 

LVN 101 Vocational Nursing I 17.5 

LVN 102 Vocational Nursing II 17 

LVN 103 Vocational Nursing III 17.5 

Total units required for Certificate 52  

Program Level Student Learning Outcomes: 

1. Provide safe, competent patient care at an entry-level for a Vocational Nurse. 
2. Perform safe, patient/client-centered nursing care needed for individuals of all ages with various health 

needs, considering the continuum of health and illness. 
3. Model ethical, legal, and professional responsibilities within the therapeutic relationships with client 

families and team members. 
4. Exemplify competent technical and manual nursing skills needed to provide direct patient/ client care. 
5. Satisfy the eligibility requirements for, and take and pass, the National Council Licensure Examination for 

Practical Nurses (NCLEX-PN). 
 

Career Opportunities in VOCATIONAL NURSING  

Completing the Vocational Nursing Certificate of Achievement can lead to many career opportunities. Following 
graduation and successful completion of the licensure exam, Vocational Nurses can work in a wide variety of 
healthcare settings to provide basic nursing care. Licensed Vocational Nurse are employed in acute care hospitals, 
long term care and skilled nursing facilities, home care agencies, outpatient clinics, doctor’s offices, ambulatory 
surgery centers, dialysis centers, blood banks, psychiatric hospitals, correctional facilities, and Vocational Nursing 
Programs. 

 


