What is FTES?

The abbreviation stands for Full-Time Equivalent Student. It is based on a full year of full-time student attendance, which has been determined to equate to 525 student hours in the classroom (a.k.a. Student Contact Hours).  The number of FTES generated by our college reflects the quantity of student education that is occurring. Student hours relate to class units in fixed proportions that are determined by the type of class that is generating the units. For example, 1 unit of a Lecture class equals 1 student hour per week or 17.5 hours per semester (17 weeks of regular class and .5 for finals week); 1 unit of a Lab class equals 3 student hours per week; and 1 unit of Intercollegiate Sports class equals 5 student hours per week.

An athlete-student may take, at most, two Intercollegiate units in a given semester.

	Type of unit
	Number of Units
	Hours per week
	Hours per Semester

	Lecture
	2
	2
	35

	Lab
	2
	6
	105

	Intercollegiate
	2
	10
	175


In other words, 1 hour of lecture equals 1 unit, while 3 hours of lab equal 1 unit, and 5 hours of intercollegiate sports equal 1 unit.

FTES: An acronym for Full-Time Equivalent Student, FTES is a measure of student attendance that directly relates to the amount of state funding (i.e., apportionment) that the college receives annually.  One FTES represents 525 “contact hours” which equates (approximately) to 30 credit units or 15 units per semester over an academic year.  Different types of courses (e.g., labs, lectures, intercollegiate sports) generate different amounts of student contact hours per credit unit, thus the relationship between contact hours and a particular number of credits is only approximate.

Other Definitions
Headcount:  Also called unduplicated enrollment, headcount is an accounting of the number of students who are attending at least one class.  Headcount is commonly referred to in public/marketing discussions of “enrollment” at the college because it makes intuitive sense. It is the number of actual people who are active students.

FTEF:  An acronym for Full-Time Equivalent Faculty, one FTEF represents a full course load for a faculty member.  A full-load is typically 15 lecture hours per week (although it may vary between 14 and 16) for an academic year.

Enrollment: Also called duplicated enrollment because each student can be counted more than once. Enrollment shows the number of classes that are being taken by the student body. If each student took only one class then enrollment would equal headcount.
Approximate Current value of one FTES (post-SB 361):

Non-Credit:


$2600

Enhanced Non-Credit:
$3100

Credit:



$4600

