Mendocino-Lake Community College District


CURRICULUM COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

April 6, 2007 – 3:15 – 5:00 pm – Room 1060
Page 2 of  2

  I. 
GENERAL MATTERS


A. 
Roll Call



Present: Kristie Anderson, Roger Ahders, Skip Beale, Steve Cardimona, Steve Fowler, Jody Gehrman, Debra Polak, Meridith Randall, Mark Rawitsch, Kate Veno


Absent: Mary Holcomb, Donald Moore, Ning Yang


Guests:  




Recorder: Rose Bell

B. 
Approval of Minutes: M/S/C (Beale/Gehrman) to approve March 16, 2007 minutes with no corrections.

C.
Agenda Revisions

II. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

After being recognized by the Chair, members of the public may address the Curriculum Committee. Due to the length of the meeting and time constraints, the public comment period will not exceed ten minutes.

 III. 
CONSENT AGENDA

A.
NONE
IV.
COURSE/PROGRAM MODIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS

A.
Fire Science (Webster)


1.
FIRE SCIENCE – AS Degree



a.
M/S/C (Ahders/Cardimona) to approve Program Modification (Course Deletions, Course Additions, Change in Units). 

B.
History (Montes)


1.
HST 188 – Special Topics in History
a.
M/S/C (Cardimona/Ahders) to table the Course Modification (Units/Hours) until the committee can look into the history of the course and have Montes return. Anderson was concerned about how a .5 unit special topic course would apply to GE requirements. Veno was unsure about the transferability of special topic courses, but will look into it before the next meeting.

C.
Physical Education (Broadhead/Indermill)


1.
PEG 503 – TAI CHI FOR OLDER ADULTS



a.
M/S/C (Gehrman/Beale) to approve the New Course Proposal. Beale noted that the schedule description should be changed to match the catalog description, keeping the line about adapting for older adults.
VI. INFORMATION
A. ADJ 58 – ADVANCED FIREARMS TRAINING

a. Repeatability has been changed to exempt. Information should have been included in the packet.

B. 
HST 188.2 – Special Topics: Histories of Round Valley (0.5) has been tabled until the next curriculum meeting when Montes can appear.
VII. ISSUES

A.
Forms


The committee thanked Skip Beale for his efforts in improving the curriculum forms and feels the forms are much easier to fill out, and to review. Beale asked for suggestions to improve. The committee thought there could be a pop-up to help with the repeatability statement. Gehrman agreed to rewrite the description for pre-requisites/co-requisites. 


B.   SLO Form and Process

The new SLO form was created to simplify the process, and provides a method for instructors to evaluate their course against a checklist. Polak will post the final form and instruction to faculty email, mail boxes, and do a presentation at a faculty meeting. The form will also be posted on the website. Gehrman suggested that a notation be added on where the catalog description guidelines can be found. Once an SLO handbook is finalized we can provide a web address. Cardimona suggested additional space be added to the SLO form for a second signature. Beale asked how faculty at Willits and Lake will access SLOs if they are housed in the Instruction Office. Polak stated that they will be available online, and Peggy and Arlene can distribute them along with the course outline to part-time faculty. Rawitsch would like the course outline, and SLOs, to be included when part-time faculty sign their contracts. Gehrman recommended that per week be added following “lecture hours” and “lab hours.” Beale suggested adding a box for activity hours, along with a help button for additional information. Beale agreed to update the SLO form to match other new forms.


C.   Institutional Requirements

The Academic Senate has been in conversation about Institutional Requirements (Health/Cross-Cultural). There may come a time when the curriculum committee should be involved in this discussion. Cardimona noted that the issue keeps getting tabled because no one knows who makes the decision. Randall responded that the Senate is the right place, but that they could choose to delegate it to the Curriculum Committee. If the curriculum committee takes up this issue questions would need to be a developed, and a charge would be made to a subcommittee to review. Randall also noted that the more courses you designate as meeting the requirements, the less important it is to have institutional requirements. Polak agreed to talk with Nancy McLelland to find out what the Academic Senate is doing so we don’t run parallel. 

D.   Change in ENG/MTH Requirements (Effective 2009)

Changes need to be in effect for Fall 2009. All faculty will need to be notified, and it will be added to the catalog. Instructors can develop alternative math and English courses; otherwise all Associate Degree programs will require MTH 56 and ENG 200. 

E. Basic Skills Initiative

This is a reminder that we need to move forward with a plan for basic skills. It should not just be relegated to the English and Math departments. The state will provide funds for basic skills improvement. There is a 150 page booklet available for best practices and research. Mendocino College has the lowest success percentage in its cohort for basic skills classes. The definition of basic skills is any class or curriculum that prepares you for college level work, especially ENG 80, MTH 56, ESL and Guidance. Randall was not sure if computer literacy was included. 
Meeting Adjourned at: 4:24pm

Course initiators must be present at Curriculum Committee meetings when proposals are being considered. Initiator will 

bring a copy of curricula proposals for reference when representing proposals at Curriculum Committee meetings.


