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	Term Effective: (i.e. F2006)
	Spring 2007


	Title:
	Becoming a Successful Online Student
	Discipline/Number:
	GDN 124

	
	(limit to 50 characters including spaces)
	
	

	Initiator:
	Riba Taylor
	Date Submitted:
	8/28/06


	Repeatable for Credit:
	Yes
	
	No
	X
	If yes, number of repeats
	
	for a total of 
	
	enrollments

	Explain how the content will differ and/or how the student will gain an expanded educational experience

	

	Units Min:
	1
	Units Max:
	1
	Lecture Hours:
	1
	Lab Hours:
	0

	Variable unit courses may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the different unit values will be granted in terms of the course scope, objectives, and content. A lecture/lab combination course may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the course scope objectives and content varies for the lecture and the lab portions.


Recommended preparation: English 80; computer literacy

Prerequisites: None

Corequisites: None

Catalog Description:

This course explores the theory and practice of successful online learning. The course familiarizes students with 
the course management system used for online courses at Mendocino College and many California community 
colleges (ETUDES-NG) and offers practical guidance and hands-on experience in a variety of approaches for 
increasing their online learning success. 

Schedule Description: (if different from Catalog Description)

Do you wonder if online learning is right for you? Find out with this introductory course. The class covers the 
software used for Mendocino College online courses (ETUDES-NG) and offers a variety of strategies for 
getting the most out of your online learning experience (AA applicable/CSU transferable).
COURSE CONTENT:

Learning outcomes:

          The student who has successfully completed this course will be able to:

1) Navigate the ETUDES-NG classroom, including locating and submitting information.

2) Follow written instructions for accessing course content, submitting assignments, taking tests 
and participating in online discussions.

3) Identify her or his own learning style and corresponding methods for strengthening learning.

4) Understand and employ basic time management skills.

5) Recognize the importance of a set of behaviors that increase success and decrease stress for 
the online student.

Scope and topics: 

This course is designed to offer an introduction to successful online learning skills and behaviors, 
as well as provide familiarity with the ETUDES-NG course management system used in all our 
Mendocino College online courses. 

          1.
  Introduction to ETUDES-NG

     a.  Posting to discussion forums

     b.  Attaching files to posts

     c.  Submitting assignments inline and as attachments

     d.  Taking online quizzes

     e.  Confirming progress in Gradebook

2.  Learning styles

     a.  Completing online learning styles inventory

     b.  Learning methods to improve learning

3.  Time management

     a.  Using online calendar to budget study time

     b. Tracking and meeting deadlines

4.  Online learning strategies

     a.  Reading and re-reading instructions before posting questions

     b.  Logging on to course site frequently

     c.  Understanding how online classes differ from face-to-face classes

ASSIGNMENTS & EVALUATION:

Reading Assignments:

Reading assignments will include material written by the instructor, ETUDES-NG materials and a variety of online sources (internet sites, journal articles from our online databases and material in our eBook collections). 

Writing Assignments:

Writing assignments will include reflections on the readings, class activities and the student’s learning process. Students will also be required to post to the discussion forums and respond to posts from their classmates. Students will be encouraged to support each other and build a sense of community by answering questions in the Questions forum and providing emotional support in the online student lounge or the Chat Room. A final self-assessment will be required, including both a review of skills learned and goals for further learning.

Outside Assignments:

Students will choose a collaborative or individual short project to demonstrate the skills they have learned in this course.  Project choices include designing a student homepage, presenting online research or designing a Top Ten Tips list for the best online learning success. Projects will need to incorporate specific elements spelled out by the instructor to demonstrate two or more of the student learning outcomes for the course.

Methods of Instruction:

1) Lectures – online and/or face-to-face
2) How-to software guides

3) Interactive assessments

4) Content/reflection assignments

5) Quizzes

6) Focused class discussions

7) Individual feedback

8) The content of this course can also be delivered using some form or forms of distance technology such as television, videotape, audiotape, or the Internet. For telecourses, no less than 11 hours of personal contact between instructor and students shall be included through: --group or individual meetings; orientation and review sessions; supplemental in-person activities. For on-line courses, instructor/student contact may take place in a face- to-face setting and/or through e-mail or other electronic means. Students may interact with each other through in-person study groups, electronic message boards, or other means.
Methods of Evaluation:

1) Quizzes (20%)

2) Reflective assignments (20%)

3) Successful completion of specific online tasks (20%)

4) Participation in discussions (20%)

5) Self-assessments (10%)

6) Final project (10%)

Basis for Grading: The assignment of a grade is based on the level of achievement of the outcomes and objectives of the course outline and is reflected in quantifiable terms in the course syllabus.

Representative Textbook:

E-Learning Companion: A Student’s Guide to Online Success, by Ryan Watkins (ISBN 0-618-37970-3)
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