DISTANCE EDUCATION PROPOSAL

Please complete this form for each Distance Education Course Proposal and attach to approved course outline.

	Proposed by:
	Riba Taylor and Jean Stirling


	Course Number
	Course Name
	Term Effective

	GDN 124
	Becoming a Successful Online Student
	Spring 2007


Modes of Instruction:

	X
	Online
	
	TV/Videotape
	
	Audiotape
	
	Travel
	
	Videoconferencing


1. Why is this course particularly suited to be offered through distance education?

This course is particularly suited for this realm because it offers students new to online learning a chance to experience an online class while learning about how to become a more effective online learner. The focus of the class will be about how to make the most of the experience, so students who may flounder in a regular online course will feel they have scaffolding to support them in the process of becoming acclimated to the environment. 

2. How will this course help meet College/Department/Program’s goals?

This course will appeal to students who would like to take an online class but haven’t yet because they don’t feel confident about the technology, or the experience seems too foreign to them, and they’re afraid of not being successful. These students will then approach future online classes with greater confidence and a higher level of skills. Ideally, over time, this course will both increase enrollment and improve retention in all our online classes.

3. Describe how instructor and student contact will be maintained including frequency of contact.
This course will be taught using ETUDES NG, so students will be learning to function within the college’s online course management system. I will interact with students most weekdays through the online classroom, including the discussion forums, private messages and comments and exchanges via student assignments. I will also be available through email and for phone meetings by appointment (and during telephone office hours). A mandatory phone meeting may be scheduled, as well.

4. What methods of delivery (telecourse, on-line course, etc.) will be used to offer this course?  Please list all the ways you plan to communicate with your students, and how students will communicate with each other.

As stated in #3 in more detail, the course will be an online course using ETUDES NG, utilizing discussion forums, private messages, email and phone meetings. Students will interact with each other primarily through the academic discussion forums, but they’ll have access to informal conversation with each other in the Chat Room and Cyber Café, plus via private messages and email, as well.

5. What technical resources are being used to support this course, which assure reliability of service?  Describe the web server, e-mail support, and mailing list or listserv support.

ETUDES NG servers and support and our college tech support are all excellent. Email will be supported by the college, as well.

6. Describe the methods by which you plan to assess competency in your course.  List major assignments, papers and examinations; describe how and when exams will be given.

Competency will be assessed through online quizzes, reflective assignments and successful completion of specific online tasks (60%). Students will be required to participate in online discussions (20%) and to complete a final project and self-assessment at the end of the course (20%). The final project will require the successful integration of both the technical and learning skills they’ve been introduced to in the course, and the self-assessment will include a plan for continuing to work on specific skills toward mastery.

7. What is recommended maximum enrollment and why?

I think 20 would be ideal—25 perfectly doable—in order to be able to support students properly.
8.  By what methods (other than standard college methods) will course delivery and 

      instruction be evaluated?

I always ask for feedback from the students, and the ETUDES NG system allows for the creation of surveys, so students can respond anonymously to specific questions about the course and the instruction. Assessment of the course SLOs and corresponding adjustments to instruction as part of the student learning outcome assessment cycle will be ongoing.

8. How have you made this course ADA compliant?

ETUDES NG is ADA compliant and added materials should be so, as well. As the instructor, I’ll be happy to work with our media specialist should any of the students have particular delivery needs not already being met by the course.
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