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	Term Effective: (i.e. F2006)
	S2007


	Title:
	Special Topics in Dance
	Discipline/Number:
	THE 88

	
	(limit to 50 characters including spaces)
	
	

	Initiator:
	Leslie Saxon West
	Date Submitted:
	August 10, 2006


	Repeatable for Credit:
	Yes
	X
	No
	
	If yes, number of repeats
	3
	for a total of 
	4
	enrollments

	Explain how the content will differ and/or how the student will gain an expanded educational experience:

	Because Special Topic courses are skill based, students can benefit by further investigation, practice and application of skills.

	Units Min:
	.5
	Units Max:
	2.0
	Lecture Hours:
	
	Lab Hours:
	1 1/2 - 6

	Variable unit courses may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the different unit values will be granted in terms of the course scope, objectives, and content. A lecture/lab combination course may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the course scope objectives and content varies for the lecture and the lab portions.
Each semester THE 88 courses will differ.  Depending on the course  topic, the objectives,  scope, content  and the depth of study may vary resulting in different unit values.


Recommended preparation:

Prerequisites:

Corequisites:

Catalog Description:  A series of topical classes dealing with special techniques in dance, including but not limited to advanced performance skills, improvisation, ethnic forms of dance, pedagogy and specific forms of social dance.
Schedule Description: (if different from Catalog Description)  A series of topical classes dealing with special techniques and issues related to dance.
COURSE CONTENT:

Topics/Scope:

A.  Technique Classes:  

1. Terminology

2. Movement vocabulary

3. Movement style

4. Movement combinations

5. Locomotor movement phrases

6. Historical aspects relative to subject matter

7. Expressive exploration

8. Alignment

B.  Performance Classes:

1. Theatrical terminology

2. Choreography

3. Performance techniques and style
4. Critique
C.  Advanced Training Classes:

1. Terminology

2. Teaching techniques

3. Movement vocabulary

4. Locomotor movement phrases

5. Relevant theoretical information

6. Expressive exploration

7. Lesson planning

Outcomes/Objectives:

1. Identify terminology of steps, positions and techniques related to the specific topic area.

2. Perform basic warm-up exercises utilizing the techniques introduced.

3. Perform a varied movement vocabulary related to the specific topic area.
4. Demonstrate knowledge of theatrical terms related to specific topic area.

5. Perform movements or combinations of movement in a presentation if course offered is a performance related course.

6. Synthesize creative ideas and movement vocabulary.

7. Demonstrate an understanding of movement qualities such as space, design, energy, time and dynamics, as they relate to specific topic area.

8. Demonstrate an awareness of individual potential in dance as well as increased range of motion, flexibility and expression related to the specific topic area.

9. Incorporate movement and theatrical activities into curriculum and daily group activities if it applies to special topic area.

10. Demonstrate knowledge of relevant historical aspects related to special topic area.

ASSIGNMENTS & EVALUATION:

Reading Assignments:  Reading will vary depending on the special topic area.  Applicable reading assignments may be selected from the following books or books of a similar nature.  Additionally, selected articles and handouts may be included.
1. The Performer Audience Connection – Hanna

2. The Art of Making Dances – Humphrey

3. The Dancer Prepares – Penrod

4. The Thinking Body – Todd

5. Moving From Within - Hawkins

Writing Assignments:  Writing assignments will vary.  Examples of writing assignments are:
1. Notebook – weekly notes documenting steps, theoretical information, drawings, personal insights, etc.

2. Written critique of a dance viewed live or on videotape. 
Outside Assignments:

1. Weekly movement assignments.

2. Viewing applicable dance videotapes.

3. Notebook – written critique, assigned readings.

Methods of Instruction: Demonstration, informal lecture, reading assignments, class discussions, observations of live and taped dance.
Methods of Evaluation:  Essay or journal (approximately 20%), skill demonstration (approximately 80%)
Basis for Grading: The assignment of a grade is based on the level of achievement of the outcomes and objectives of the course outline and is reflected in quantifiable terms in the course syllabus.

Representative Textbooks:  See above under reading assignments.
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All categories of the course outline must be completed to comply with Title 5,  Section  55002(a),  Course Standards Criteria
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