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	Term Effective: (i.e. F2006)
	Fall 2007


	Title:
	Corrections in America
	Discipline/Number:
	SOC 198.2

	
	(limit to 50 characters including spaces)
	
	

	Initiator:
	Daniel Armanino and Marcus Young
	Date Submitted:
	02/26/2007


	Repeatable for Credit:
	Yes
	
	No
	X
	If yes, number of repeats
	
	for a total of 
	
	enrollments

	Explain how the content will differ and/or how the student will gain an expanded educational experience:

	

	Units Min:
	3.0
	Units Max:
	3.0
	Lecture Hours:
	3.0
	Lab Hours:
	0

	Variable unit courses may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the different unit values will be granted in terms of the course scope, objectives, and content. A lecture/lab combination course may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the course scope objectives and content varies for the lecture and the lab portions.


Recommended preparation:

No advisories

Prerequisites:

N/A

Corequisites:

N/A

Catalog Description:

This course will use a variety of sociological perspectives to explore issues related to correctional facilities in the Unities States.
Topics will include the jail and prison systems for adults and juveniles, and the systems of probation, parole, and alternative 
sentencing. The societal importance of these issues and topics will be made evident in light of the fact that the United States 
holds a greater percentage of its people in correctional facilities than any other country in the world.
Schedule Description: (if different from Catalog Description)

N/A

COURSE CONTENT:

Topics/Scope: 

I. Introduction to sociological perspectives and their application to the discussion of criminology and the philosophies of corrections in America

a. The connection between sociology and criminology

i. Application and theory 

ii. The evolving paradigm

b. Functional, Conflict, Feminist, Interactionist, and Rational Choice theories

II. Historical Perspectives 

a. Early History (2000 B.C. to A.D. 1800)

b. Prisons (1800 to the Present)

c. Correctional Ideologies:  the Pendulum Swings

III. The Court Process

a. Sentencing

i. Posturing 

ii. “Tough on crime” legislation 

b. Appellate Review

IV. Alternatives to Imprisonment

a. Jails and Detention Facilities

b. Probation

c. Diversion and Intermediate Sanctions-Social arguments, public fears, political pulls

V. Correctional Systems

a. Imprisonment

b. The Prison Industrial Complex

i. State and Local Prison Systems

ii. The Federal Prison System

iii. Private Sector Prisons

VI. Correctional Functions

a. Custody Functions-Warehousing 

b. Management and Treatment Functions-Overpopulation and the breakdown of rehabilitation 

VII. Institutional Clients

a. Female Offenders

b. Male Offenders

c. The racial/ethnic disparity 

d. Juvenile Offenders

i. Biology of the juvenile mind

ii. Juveniles tried as adults  

e. Special Category Offenders-Illness, age, special offenses 

VIII. Rights of Correctional Clients

a. Inmate and Ex-Offender Rights

i. Societal marking

ii. Punishment versus rehabilitation 

b. The Death Penalty-Political, moral, philosophical 

IX. Reintegration Systems

a. Parole and Reentry

i. Glass ceilings

ii. Recidivism 

iii. Personal versus societal responsibilities 

X. A Link to the Future

a. The Futures of Corrections-The societal cost for ‘safer streets’

Outcomes/Objectives:

1. Identify the genesis of correctional ideologies in our society and trace their evolutionary markers.

2. Demonstrate the ability to apply sociological perspectives in the analysis of the American correctional model.

3. Identify the societal factors that contribute to the typologies of prison populations.

4. Demonstrate the ability to engage statistical analysis when reviewing the geography of the prison industrial complex.

5. Demonstrate the ability to converge theory with practice in the discussion punishment versus rehabilitation, reintegration and recidivism.

6. Demonstrate an ability to analyze alternative models of rehabilitation and how they may be supported by the broader society.  

7. Demonstrate the ability to engage on the above topics in a variety of educational environments, including classroom discussion, written assignments, verbal reports, group projects, and community involvement opportunities.         

ASSIGNMENTS & EVALUATION:

Reading Assignments:

The reading assignments will come primary from the text as assigned.  Supplemental readings provided by the instructor.

Writing Assignments:

There will be three in class exams that will be essay in format.  These exams will require the student to use tools of sociological analysis.  There will also be one final paper.  The topic of this paper will be student initiated with approval by the instructor.

Outside Assignments:

To include homework assignments and optional community involvement as determined by instructor.  

Methods of Instruction:

Methods of instruction will include lecture, classroom discussion, audio-visual presentations, handouts, optional outside activities, and group assignments.  

Methods of Evaluation:

Methods of evaluation will include writing assignments as described above and general classroom assignments including group presentations, quizzes, and discussion participation.

Basis for Grading: The assignment of a grade is based on the level of achievement of the outcomes and objectives of the course outline and is reflected in quantifiable terms in the course syllabus.

Representative Textbooks:

          a. Allen, Harry, et al.


    (current edition)     Corrections in America: An Introduction. New Jersey:  Pearson Prentice Hall 

          b.  Supplemental readings deemed necessary and appropriate by the instructor. 
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