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	Term Effective: (i.e. F2006)
	Fall 2007


	Title:
	Gangs in Our Society
	Discipline/Number:
	SOC 198.1

	
	(limit to 50 characters including spaces)
	
	

	Initiator:
	Daniel Armanino and Marcus Young
	Date Submitted:
	02/26/2007


	Repeatable for Credit:
	Yes
	
	No
	X
	If yes, number of repeats
	
	for a total of 
	
	enrollments

	Explain how the content will differ and/or how the student will gain an expanded educational experience:

	

	Units Min:
	3.0
	Units Max:
	3.0
	Lecture Hours:
	3.0
	Lab Hours:
	0

	Variable unit courses may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the different unit values will be granted in terms of the course scope, objectives, and content. A lecture/lab combination course may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the course scope objectives and content varies for the lecture and the lab portions.


Recommended preparation:

No advisories

Prerequisites:

N/A

Corequisites:

N/A

Catalog Description:

This course offers a wide-ranging review of American gangs in our society.  Tracing the historical genesis of gang activity, this course will employ a variety of sociological perspectives to understand the impact and causations of gang activity in modern society.  

Schedule Description: (if different from Catalog Description)

N/A

COURSE CONTENT:

Topics/Scope:
I. Introduction to sociological perspectives and their use in interpreting the genesis of the gang mentality.

a. The connection between sociology and criminology

i. Application and theory 

ii. The evolving paradigm

b. Functional, Conflict, Feminist, Interactionist, and Rational Choice theories

II. Identifying markers and cultural makeup of a gang

a. Delinquency and gangs

b. Definitions and identification 

c. Statistical models

i. Numerical populations

ii. Geographical proliferation

d. Brief overview of gang typologies  

III. The historical genesis and proliferation of the modern gang

a. Early to mid 1800s-The rise and escalation; New York and beyond.

b. Early to mid 1900s-Proliferation and migration of gang culture and dominance in new geographical domains. 

c. 1970s to present-Gangs grasp a dominant marker in American society.  Culture versus subculture

IV. Socioeconomics:  review and explanation  

a. Traditional economic pushes and pulls

b. The new global era-economics and its affects on the micro of the local

V. The geography of gangs in America:  Local, regional, national and global.

a. Rural youth gangs

b. Local and regional proliferation

c. National and global gangs-Ideological dissemination 

d. Racial/Ethnic gangs and delineating factors 

VI. Female gangs, gender roles, and the gang family


             a.  Traditional female roles in gang culture

             b.  Participation and typology of the female gang

             c.  The gang family and its sociological implications 

                            i.  socialization of youth

                           ii.  family connections and support

VII. Gang activities:  The informal economy 

a. The landscape of gang activity

b. Drugs-Use, sale and distribution

c. Violence-A culture of fear

VIII. Prevention, Suppression, and Treatment:  Implications for the future and the theoretical crux

a. Program design and implementation  

b. The micro attention and the macro ignorance

c. A new convergence-Theoretical and practical 

Outcomes/Objectives:

1. Identify the genesis and proliferation of gangs in our society.

2. Apply sociological perspectives in the analysis of gang existence and proliferation.

3. Identify socioeconomic factors that contribute to gang ideology dissemination.

4. Apply statistical analysis when reviewing the geography of the gang environment.

5. Converge theory with practice in the discussion of gang prevention, suppression, and treatment.

6. Identify the macro and micro connections that have perpetuated and evolved the gang culture from a fringe group in local society to a major subculture on a global platform. 

7. Demonstrate the ability to articulate on the above topics in a variety of educational environments, including classroom discussion, written assignments, verbal reports, group projects, and community involvement opportunities.         

ASSIGNMENTS & EVALUATION:

Reading Assignments:

The reading assignments will come primary from the text as assigned.  Supplemental readings provided by the instructor.
Writing Assignments:

There will be three in class exams that will be essay in format.  These exams will require the student to use tools of sociological analysis.  There will also be one final paper.  The topic of this paper will be student initiated with approval by the instructor.

Outside Assignments:

To include homework assignments and optional community involvement as determined by instructor.  

Methods of Instruction:

Methods of instruction will include lecture, classroom discussion, audio-visual presentations, handouts, optional outside activities, and group assignments.  

Methods of Evaluation:

Methods of evaluation will include writing assignments as described above and general classroom assignments including group presentations, quizzes, and discussion participation.

Basis for Grading: The assignment of a grade is based on the level of achievement of the outcomes and objectives of the course outline and is reflected in quantifiable terms in the course syllabus.

Representative Textbooks:

          a.  Delaney, Tim  


          (current edition)     American Street Gangs.  New Jersey:  Pearson Prentice Hall.

          b.  Supplemental readings deemed necessary and appropriate by the instructor.  
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