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Associate Degree Credit Course Proposal


	Term Effective:
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	
	Semester
	Year

	Title:
	International Relations
	Course Number:
	POL 203

	
	(limit to 50 characters including spaces)

	Initiator:
	Phillip Warf
	Date Submitted:
	     


	Units Min:
	3.00
	Variable unit courses may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the different unit values will be granted in terms of the course scope, objectives, and content.

	Units Max:
	3.00
	

	Lecture Hours:
	3.00  to  3.00
	Lab Hours:
	0.00  to  0.00
	Activity Hours:
	0.00  to  0.00

	A lecture/lab/activity combination course may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the course scope objectives and content varies for the lecture, lab, and activity portions. Calculate hours using the relationship that 1 Lecture hour = 1 unit; 1 Lab hour = 1/3 unit; and 1 Activity hour = 1/2 unit.

	Repeatable for Credit:
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	If yes, number of repeats
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	for 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	Total enrollments

	If yes, explain how the content will differ and/or how the student will gain an expanded educational experience:

	     


	Recommended Preparation Course(s):

	ENG 80 or placement into ENG 200 through assessment process     

	Prerequisite(s):

	None.

	Corequisite(s):

	None.

	Catalog Description:
Guidelines for catalog description: keep terminology accessible; no more than 100 words; tone should be clear and concise; use complete sentences; begin with “This course will”; include a description of major topics, finish with an overview of outcomes. 

	This course will provide an introductory survey of world politics involving a historical and theoretical analysis of the relations among states and international organizations. It will also explore contemporary problems and issues in global politics, including international institutions and global order; diplomacy and bargaining; war, conflict, terrorism, and weapons of mass destruction; international trade, finance and the global economy; international economic development; the global environment; and human rights.


COURSE CONTENT

	Topics/Scope: (Enter the Topics/Scope in an outline format.  Use the Ctrl + Tab keys to indent for subtopics.)

	I. Introduction to the Study of International Relations 

     A.
Evolution of the nation-state

     B.
Political Institutions

     C.
Approaches to International Relations

          1. Methodologies

          2. Levels of Analysis 

II. Political Realism and Sources of Conflict Between States 

     A. Realism v. Idealism

     B. Nationalism 

     C. Ideas, Ideology and Morality 

     D. National Interests and Orientations 

III. International relations and power 

     A. Political power 

     B. Status quo 

     C. Diplomacy 

     D. War 

     E. Imperialism

     F. Hegemony

IV.World politics today: 

     A. Regional alignments

          1. Western Europe 

          2. Former Soviet Republics, Eastern and Central Europe 

          3. Chinese sphere 

          4. United States sphere 

          5. Japan and East Asia 

          6. Less-developed nations 

     B. Global challenges

          1. Nuclear arms and proliferation

          2. Terrorism

          3. Ecological Dangers

          4. Pandemics

          5. Migration
          6. Clash of cultures
     C. International Political Economy

          1. Trade Relations

          2. Globalization
          3. Poverty and the Global South
V. Limitations on national power

     A. Balance of power 

     B. International morality 

     C. World Public Opinion 

     D. International organization 

          1. History 

          2. League of Nations 

          3. United Nations 

     E. International law and the problem of sovereignty 

     F. Disarmament, collective security, and judicial settlement 

VI. System Transformation? 

     A. World State 

     B. World Community

          1. Cultural approach

          2. Functional approach 




	Outcomes/Objectives: (Enter the Outcomes/Objectives in an outline format.  Use the Ctrl + Tab keys to indent for subtopics.)

	1. Identify major stages in the development of the international system

2. Examine the root causes of international conflicts 

3. Discuss theories of international relations and apply them to contemporary global problems

4. Analyze the role of different actors in international relations such as the nation-state, transnational social movements, international organizations, multinational corporations, and individuals



ASSIGNMENTS & EVALUATION:

	Reading Assignments:

	1. Textbook readings and articles from an annual edition reader. Newspaper or journal articles as assigned.

	Writing Assignments:

	1. Short essay homework, essay exams, 5-7 page research paper or book review.

	Outside Assignments:

	1.  Preparing writing assignments, reading required selections and studying for exams.

	Methods of Instruction:

	1. Lecture, discussion, debate, video tapes, Internet.

	Methods of Evaluation:

	1.     1. Mid-term exams. 2. Quizzes. 3. Writing Assignments. 4. Journal Article Reviews.

	Basis for Grading:

	1. The assignment of a grade is based on the level of achievement of the outcomes and objectives of the course outline and is reflected in quantifiable terms in the course syllabus.

	Representative Textbook(s):

	1. Rourke, John T. International Politics on the World Stage. McGraw-Hill.
2. Purkitt, Helen. Annual Editions: World Politics 07/08. McGraw-Hill.
3. Nau, Henry. Perspectives on International Relations. CQ Press.



All categories of the course outline must be completed to comply with Title 5, Section 55002(a), Course Standards Criteria.

SIGNATURES / APPROVALS:
	Course Initiator
	
	
	

	
	Signature
	
	Date
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