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	Explain how the content will differ and/or how the student will gain an expanded educational experience:

	

	Units Min:
	0.5
	Units Max:
	1.5
	Lecture Hours:
	0.5-1.5
	Lab Hours:
	

	Variable unit courses may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the different unit values will be granted in terms of the course scope, objectives, and content. A lecture/lab combination course may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the course scope objectives and content varies for the lecture and the lab portions.


Recommended preparation:    Eligible for English 80 and computer literacy.
Prerequisites:  None.
Corequisites:   None.
Catalog Description:   This course is an introduction to the college/university transfer process, which includes researching a college or university’s admission requirements, student housing, financial aid and supportive services.  Students will also prepare: a college application, admission and scholarship essays, and an educational plan.  (CSU transferable/AA applicable).  

Schedule Description: (if different from Catalog Description):  Same


COURSE CONTENT:

Student Learning Outcomes/Objectives:    
Upon completion of the course, the student will be able to:

1)  Identify personal criteria to use when deciding which colleges to research, apply to, and attend
2)  Distinguish between 4-year college systems in California (CSU, UC, independent)

3)  Define transfer-related terms such as articulation, transfer agreement, IGETC, FAFSA
4)  Research college admission, financial aid, scholarship, housing, and student resource information using the 


     Internet and Mendocino College resources.

5)  Complete applications for admission, financial aid, and scholarships.

6)  Write a personal statement to accompany an application or scholarship application

7)  Develop a transfer plan that includes required courses and deadlines and student’s readiness.
(For 1.5-unit section:  all outcomes and topics will be covered. For: .5 and 1-unit sections:  will cover all outcomes and topics, but fewer colleges and scholarships will be researched and completed, in the time allowed.)  
Topics/Scope:

1.  Assess interests, needs, and values to develop college criteria, including major
2.  Overview and differences between CSU, UC, and independent segments of higher education

     a.  Admissions requirements

     b. Philosophies

     c. Tuition differences

3.  Other transfer opportunities:  technical schools, out-of-state

4.  Defining key words related to transferring

     a.  Articulation, articulation agreements

     b.  Catalog rights

     c.  GE, IGETC, 

     d.  Major prep, electives

     e.  Majors, minors

     f.  TAAs, admission contracts

     g.  FAFSA, “financial aid”

5.  Location of college-related information

     a.  Websites

     b.  Catalogs

     c.  Online databases

     d.  Campus visitations

     e.  Transfer Center, Mendocino College

6.  Key variables to consider when researching college

     a.  Admissions and financial aid information

     b.  Student support services
     c.  Setting up campus visits

     d.  Location and size

     e.  Majors offered and college reputation

     f.  Sports and extra-curricular activities

     g.  On- or off-campus housing availability

     h.  Child care and/or family housing

7.  Matching personal criteria with college variables

8.  Admission application process

     a.  Variations among college segments:  forms, deadlines

     b.  Completing online applications

     c.  Writing a personal statement for admissions

     d.  Admissions programs and guarantees

          1)  Educational Opportunity Program

          2)  On-the-spot admissions

          3)  Transfer Admission Agreements (TAA)

     e.  Keeping a file of all correspondence and literature from colleges

9.  Scholarship and financial aid process

     a.  Deadlines

     b.  Completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
     c.  Scholarship and financial aid research tools
     d.  Campus resources

     e.  Writing a scholarship essay

     f.  Obtaining a letter of recommendation 

10.  Developing transfer plan, including strategies to reach transfer goal
       a.  Deadlines for applications, financial aid, scholarships

       b.  Mapping out classes needed prior to transfer

       c.  Support systems/resources

ASSIGNMENTS & EVALUATION:

Reading Assignments:  

Readings will be drawn from articles, college catalogs, applications and websites related to transfer topics.  Students will read college information about admissions, financial aid, scholarships, housing, campus resources, and then compare this information with other colleges and their own personal criteria. 
(Students in .5-1.0-unit sections will compare information from 1-2 colleges with their personal criteria; students in 1.5-unit section will research more colleges and read additional articles.) 

Writing Assignments:

1.  Complete written responses to in-class or reading assignments.

2.  Write a reaction paper after college research has been completed

3.  Complete a college application, including personal statement (essay)

4.  Complete a scholarship application, including essay

5.  Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid

6.  Write a transfer plan for reaching transfer goals, including strategies and possible barriers

(Students in .5-1.0-unit sections will complete fewer reading assignments than those in 1.5-unit section.) 

Outside Assignments:

1.  Completing research using online and campus resources.

2.  Reading articles, college catalogs, applications, and websites.

3.  Writing reaction papers and college application and scholarship essays.

4.  Writing a transfer plan.

5.  Keeping a Transfer Portfolio of completed forms, applications, and correspondence from colleges

(Students in .5-1.0-unit sections will complete fewer reading and research assignments than those in 1.5-unit section.) 

Methods of Instruction:

1.  Lectures on all topics.  

2.  Class discussion on readings, lectures, and research findings

3.  College representative guest speaker from CSU or UC campus

4.  Appropriate audio-visual presentations

5.  Computer demonstrations and hands-on opportunities to view website information
Methods of Evaluation:

1.  Quizzes and final (approximately 25%)

2.  Writing assignments (approximately 50%)

3.  Class participation (approximately 25%)
Basis for Grading: The assignment of a grade is based on the level of achievement of the outcomes and objectives of the course outline and is reflected in quantifiable terms in the course syllabus.

Representative Textbooks:

Readings will be selected from:  Freedman, Eric.  How to Transfer to the College of Your Choice. Berkeley, CA:  Ten Speed Press, 2002; Rankin, Estelle and Barbara Murphy.  Writing an Outstanding College Application Essay.  NY:  McGraw-Hill, 2005; Mendocino College catalog, 4-year college/university catalogs (UC/CSU/Independent); financial aid forms and Mendocino College Scholarship application; current UC Answers for Transfers; transfer-related websites
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All categories of the course outline must be completed to comply with Title 5,  Section  55002(a),  Course Standards Criteria
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