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	Discipline/Number:
	THE  118
	
	Title:
	Introduction to Directing

	
	
	
	 
	(limit to 50 characters including spaces)

	Initiator:
	Reid  Edelman
	
	Term Effective:
	Fall 07

	
	
	
	 
	

	Repeatable for Credit:
	Yes
	√
	No
	
	If yes, number of repeats
	3
	for a total of 
	4
	enrollments

	Explain how the content will differ and/or how the student will gain an expanded educational experience:

	Instruction will be highly individualized and more advanced students will be given more challenging projects. In addition, the content of the lectures and discussion will vary from semester to semester depending upon the student works in production.


Semester Units
 3
Hours per week:
3
Lecture
3
Lab
0
Total Hrs/Wk
3
Recommended preparation: :  THE 202, THE 210 and THE 211
Prerequisites: none

Corequisites: THE 220, THE 221, THE 225 or THE 226
Catalog Description:  

Introduction to fundamental principles of directing.  Study and practice in the directorial process including  research,  script analysis,  conceptualization, casting  and rehearsal techniques.   Concurrent enrollment in a laboratory production course (THE 220, THE 221, THE 225 or THE 226) is required.

Schedule Description: (if different from Catalog Description)

COURSE CONTENT:

Topics/Scope:


1.
History & theory




a.
History of the director




b.
The job of the director




c. 
Major directorial styles, approaches and innovators



2.
Pre-production process




a. 
Selecting a script / choosing a project




b.
Research areas: playwright, production history, period, locale, content




c.
Interpretation & conceptualization: traditional form, metaphor, key images, script analysis




d.  
Technical elements & considerations.




e.
Collaborating with a design team.




f.  
Preparing a director’s prompt book



3.
Casting process:




a.
Recruiting actors and organizing auditions.




b.
Issues in casting:  type vs. talent, non-traditional & color blind casting, working process.




c.
Call-backs.




d. 
Alternatives to auditions:   pre-casting, workshop casting…



4.
Rehearsal process:




a.
Exercises in ensemble building: collaboration with actors




b.
Read throughs and table work




c.
Blocking: composition & picturization




d. 
Beats & objectives




e.
Run throughs




f. 
Introduction of technical elements: costume parade, paper tech, tech & dress rehearsals

Outcomes/Objectives:

Students who successfully complete the course will be able to:

1.
Demonstrate knowledge of fundamental directing principles.

2.
Identify important areas of consideration in selecting a script.

3.
Complete  project specific pre-production research. 

4.
Coordinate the casting process for a given project, including actor recruitment and auditions.

5.
Prepare a director’s prompt book for a given project.

6.
Apply principles of stage composition and picturization in the blocking of a specific project.

7.
Demonstrate understanding of techniques for working with actors.

8.
Communicate clearly and collaborate effectively with designers. 

9.
Evaluate and constructively criticize theatrical performances based on clear standards.

10.
Work creatively as a member of an ensemble.

11.
Compare various directorial styles and approaches.

12.
Independently direct  a studio production of a one-act play.

ASSIGNMENTS & EVALUATION:

Reading Assignments:

Students will read the full texts of each play studied in class as well as a the script for an individually chosen directing project.  In addition, the hands-on work will be supplemented with regular reading assignments from class texts as well as occasional handouts.
Writing Assignments:

1.  Written project proposal.

2.   
Detailed director’s prompt book, including sections for pre-production brainstorming; research; journal of interpretive / conceptual choices; text with annotated beats divisions, technical cues and blocking notation.

3.  
Performance critique focusing on directorial choices in a professional production. 

Outside Assignments:

1.
Reading of assigned texts



2.
Research assignments on chosen projects



3.
Script preparation



4.
Rehearsal



5.
Attendance and critique of professional production

Methods of Instruction:

Students investigate principles of directing through a variety of exercises  & scenes as well as through the rehearsal and performance of a major project (one-act play). .  Lecture, assigned readings, discussions, hand-outs, and theatre attendance are utilized along with project presentation / critiques and experiential exercises.

Methods of Evaluation:

1.
Written assignments.

2.
Problem solving demonstrations, including exercises in directing techniques.

3.
Skill demonstrations, including performances of scenes and projects.

Basis for Grading: The assignment of a grade is based on the level of achievement of the outcomes and objectives of the course outline and is reflected in quantifiable terms in the course syllabus.

Representative Textbooks:

The Dramatic Imagination  by Robert Edmond Jones (Theatre Arts Books, 1969)

A Sense of Direction  by William Ball  (Drama Books 1984)

A Director Prepares by Anne Bogart (Routledge, 2001)
	Initiator:
	Reid Edelman
	
	Date:
	12/13/2006
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All categories of the course outline must be completed to comply with Title 5,  Section  55002(a),  Course Standards Criteria
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