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Mendocino College 

FINANCIAL AID ASSISTANCE


Various types of financial assistance are available from federal, state, local, private and institutional sources.  
Step One: Apply for financial aid free over the internet at www.fafsa.ed.gov (Free Application for Federal Student Aid).  Submit your application as early as possible, but no earlier than January 1, 2011.  Then apply to Mendocino College.  It’s FREE and we cannot process your financial aid until you are a student.  Apply online atwww.cccapply.org. 
The Financial Aid Office at Mendocino College has computers for students to use to complete their FAFSA
online and staff is available to answer questions you may have regarding the process.

· Federal Pell Grant - Annual maximum - $5,550 for full-time attendance (12 units or more)
· Academic Competitiveness Grant 1st year $750 and 2nd year $1,300 full time students only
· Federal SEOG - Annual maximum - $400 for full-time attendance

· Federal Bureau of Indian Affairs - Annual amounts vary

· State EOPS  - Annual maximum – Annual amounts vary
· State CARE -  Annual maximum – Annual amounts vary
· Cal Grant B -  Annual maximum - $1,551 for full-time attendance 
· Cal Grant C -  Annual maximum - $576 for full-time attendance

· Local scholarships and private sources – amounts vary (MC students received over $160,000 in scholarships last year)
· CalWORKs – Amounts vary

Deadline for Cal Grant B & C is March 2nd of each year.  High school seniors who meet the published income guidelines must submit a FAFSA and their GPA verification by March 2nd to qualify for an annual Cal Grant award.  PLEASE NOTE: Most community college students will want to optimize their grant by only taking 2 years at a community college and saving 2 years for a four-year university.  Talk to the Financial Aid Office about what is best for you.  


· Federal Work Study - Annual maximum - $2,000.  Complete your financial aid early.  Work Study money is limited.
· State EOPS Work-Study and CalWORKs Work Study annual maximum varies.

Students must complete the financial aid process, and ask to be added to the Work Study waiting list.  The Financial Aid Office will post Work Study awards to eligible students through WebAdvisor; then those students need to find a job on campus through the Career and Transfer Center.




Effective July 1, 2008

If a student receives a Federal Pell Grant for the first time on or after July 1, 2008, the student may receive no more than nine Scheduled Awards (18 full-time semesters).  (Federal Register/Vol. 74, No. 208/Thursday, October 29, 2009/Rules and Regulations 55951)

Effective July 1, 2010

Students may receive up to two scheduled Pell Grants during an award year.
An institution may award up to the full amount of a second scheduled award to a student in an award year if the student –
· Completes enough credits to begin their 25th credit for that academic year in the third term.  The award will be based on the amount of aid the student received in the first two terms and the number of units the student completed.


· Students who wish to receive a student loan must attend an Entrance Loan Workshop and complete the online entrance counseling.  Flyers are posted each semester indicating dates and times of the workshops and you may also find them posted on our website at www.mendocino.edu under For Students>Financial Aid>Loans.
· Federal Stafford Subsidized Loan - $3,500 maximum for first year student (0-30 units completed)
· $4,500 for second year student (31 or more units completed)
· Deadlines will be posted each semester regarding the last day to apply.


All students are required to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and submit required documents to complete their financial aid file as quickly as possible.  
Some students are randomly selected by the Department of Education to verify the information provided on the FAFSA. These students must complete a Verification Worksheet and submit copies of their federal tax forms and any other documents requested.  Their file remains incomplete until verification has been finished.  Awards cannot be made until the student’s financial aid file is complete.

The California Community Colleges Board of Governors Fee Waiver Application (BOGFW) is available. 
Students must be a California resident to qualify. 
There are four methods available to qualify for the BOGFW:
· Method A – A student or their parents receive TANF funds, or SSI/SSP or General Assistance; certification of dependent’s eligibility from California Department of Veterans Affairs or the National Guard. 
· Method B – Income criteria which has income standards of $16,245 for one person in the household, $21,855 for two persons, $27,465 for three persons, $33,075 for four persons, etc.
· Method C – Students are required to complete the (FAFSA) and must show a financial need of at least $1 as defined by the Federal Government. (Many students who have incomes above the BOGFW method B may qualify for a method C).
· Method F – Special Classification, which includes: Veteran, Medal of Honor, National Guard Dependent, 9/11 Dependent, or Dependent of deceased law enforcement/fire personnel.

No. Most grants, Work Study and Loans are available for eligible students enrolled in 6 or more units. 
Students enrolled in less than 6 units will be considered for Pell Grant, BOGFW and a limited number of scholarships only.

There is a new Chafee Grant offered through a partnership with the State of California and the 
Department of Social Services.  Foster Youth who were emancipated in California and have not 
reached their 22nd birthday by July 1st of the award year are qualified for the grant.  Check it out 
with Gerri Dutton, in the Financial Aid Office.

A student has several options.  To receive financial aid a student must have either:


a) A high school diploma (completed high school and passed the CAHSEE)


b) A GED


c) Passed a high school equivalency test

d) Passed all sections of the Ability to Benefit (ATB) test.  The Ability to Benefit Test is offered through the Mendocino College Learning Center on the Ukiah Campus.  The components of the test include math, reading and sentence skills.  Students may use the successful completion of 6 Degree Applicable units, no more than two of which are PE courses, as a substitute for the Ability to Benefit.  Students will not be eligible for retroactive financial aid.  Students will be eligible for financial aid in the semester following the posting of grades for the 6 units that the student is using to qualify for financial aid.
Students under 18 who do not have a high school diploma, GED or equivalent are not eligible for Federal Financial Aid.

Students who have not achieved one of the above federal government requirements will be 

denied federal financial aid.  AB 540 students are not eligible for state or federal aid.

Extended Opportunity Programs & Services (EOPS) is a state program, which serves students who meet specific income guidelines and educational criteria. 

Students must be a California resident, have not completed 30 or more college units and meet the income guidelines for a Method A or Method B fee waiver. In addition, students must meet one of the following criteria: a high school graduate with less than a 2.5 G.P.A. in high school; a non-high school graduate or non-GED; a student who has taken remedial/basic education coursework in high school; or a first generation college student (neither of the parents nor the grandparents graduated from college).  EOPS students must be enrolled as full-time college students (12 units or more).  DRC (Disability Resource Center) students and a limited number of continuing students may receive a waiver of the full-time requirement.

Cooperative Agencies Resources for Education (CARE) is a state funded program providing support services to community college students who desire job-relevant education to break the public assistance dependency cycle.  Eligible students are EOPS students who are single head of household with at least one child under the age of 14 and receiving TANF or CalWORKs cash aid.

CalWORKs and Mendocino College work collaboratively with the county welfare department to combine workforce preparation with intensive student services to assist students in becoming self sufficient through certificated, basic skills or general education.  Services include tutoring, academic counseling, orientations, specialized workshops and an individualized transitional program. CalWORKs is a state funded program geared to assist TANF students to prepare for and obtain gainful employment.  CalWORKs students may be eligible for on-campus work study to meet their work requirements.

The federal government, through the Department of the Interior, offers two kinds of assistance to Native American students. The “Vocational” BIA Program assists students interested in pursuing a two-year or less vocational/certificate program of study. The deadline for these funds is July 15 and a separate BIA application is required.  The “Higher Education” BIA Program is for students interested in pursuing a transfer-related academic study. The deadline for this source is August 15, and a separate application is required. Interested students should inquire at the Financial Aid Office in Room 1130 on the Ukiah Campus.

Students must be from a federally recognized tribe. Some tribes control their own BIA funds. They set their own time limits for applying for funds (students have to contact their tribe). If the tribe doesn’t control their education funds, students must apply through the state BIA Office.


The Financial Aid, EOPS and CalWORKs staff may be reached at 468-3110.  The Financial Aid Office is located in Room 1130 of the MacMillan Hall Building.  We hope this information has been helpful to you.  Please let us know if you have specific questions about this information.

Check out our website atwww.mendocino.edu.  You will find Financial Aid and other programs under the heading FOR STUDENTS.
Mendocino College		Room 1130


1000 Hensley Creek Road	Phone – (707) 468-3110


Ukiah, CA  95482		FAX – (707) 468-3197





What is available at Mendocino College, for our students, to assist with college expenses?





What is the CARE Program?





What is available for Foster Youth?





What is available to assist specifically with enrollment fees?





Must a student be enrolled/attending full-time (12 units) to be considered for the Grants, Work Study, Loans, or Fee Waiver?


















































Must a student have a high school diploma, GED or 6 Degree Applicable units from college in order to receive Financial Aid? 


















































What is the EOPS Program?





How does the Bureau of Indian Affairs Program work? 


















































Where can I get help with my questions about these programs?





Grants: Money students receive without having to repay





Work Study: Employment Aid awarded that pays students to work jobs on campus





Stafford Student Loans: Money awarded to students which MUST be repaid





How do students apply for the Grants, Work Study and Loan?





What is the CalWORKs Program at Mendocino College?
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