MENDOCINO COLLEGE
COURSE OUTLINE
APPROVED COURSE POL 104

CATALOG INFORMATION

Dept & Nbr: POL 104 Title: CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT
Full Title: California Government and Politics

Units Course Hours Per Week Nbr of Weeks Course Hours Total
Max: 3.0 Lecture 3.0 17 Lecture 51.0
Min: 3.0 Lab 0.0 Lab 0.0

Contact DHR 0.0 Contact DHR 0.0
Contact Total 3.0 Contact Total 51.0

Non-contact DHR 0.0 Non-contact DHR 0.
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Title 5 Category: 01 AA Degree Applic

Grading: GC Credit course for grade or CR/NC
Repeatability: 00 No repeatability allowed or defined
Also listed as:

CATALOG DESCRIPTION:
This course will provide an overview and analysis of the role of state and
local governments, with special emphasis directed to the history and
development of these institutions; the state and local political systems;
the political environment; party, interest groups, citizens and media
inputs; and current problems and changing functions affecting local
governments.

PREREQUISITES:

COREQUISITES:

RECOMMENDED PREPARATION:
ENG 80 or placement into ENG 200 through the assessment process

LIMITS ON ENROLLMENT:

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES INFORMATION:
Recommended: ENG 80 or placement into ENG 200 through the assessment process
This course will provide an overview and analysis of the role of state and
local governments, with special emphasis directed to the history and
development of these institutions; the state and local political systems;
the political environment; party, interest groups, citizen and media inputs;
and current problems and changing functions affecting local governments.
(Grade or CR/NC)
Transfer Credit: CSU; UC.

ARTICULATION and CERTIFICATE INFORMATION

ASSOCIATE DEGREE: Effective: FALL 2008 Inactive:
Area: B2 SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES
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CSU GE: Effective: Inactive:
Transfer area:

IGETC: Effective: Inactive:
Transfer area:

CSU TRANSFER: TRANSFERABLE Effective: FALL 2008 Inactive:

UC TRANSFER: TRANSFERABLE Effective: FALL 2008 Inactive:

CAN:

CERTIFICATE APPLICABLE: B BOTH CERTIFICATE AND MAJOR APPLICABLE

APPROVAL AND DATES

Version 01 Submitted by: PHILLIP WARF Date: 02/11/2008
Department approved: Debra Polak Date: 02/12/2008
Curriculum approved: 02/08/2008 Version approved: 02/08/2008

Prerequisites approved: 02/08/2008 Last reviewed: 02/08/2008

Term effective: FALL 2008 Last taught: Inactive:

COURSE CONTENT

OUTCOME AND OBJECTIVES:
1. Identify the key governing institutions in California and recognize
their roles
2. Identify key trends and challenges in California's population and
economy
Explain the principles and procedures of California elections
4. Analyze the issues, problems and concerns facing California's local and
state government

w

TOPICS AND SCOPE:
I. An overview of Californians and California
A. California history
B. Variety of peoples
C. Political history
D. California today
II. California and Federalism
A. State v. Federal Powers
B. What California gets from Washington
C. Californians in Congress
IITI. Campaigns, political parties, and elections
The campaign process
The election process
The candidates
The voters
. Direct Democracy
IV. Interest Groups and Lobbyists
A. What are interest groups and lobbyists
B. How interest groups and lobbyists function
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C. An evaluation of interest groups and lobbyists
V. The Media in California Politics
A. The history of the media in California
B. The changing media
C. An evaluation of media in California
VI. The Executive Branch in California
A. The powers of the governor
B. The California bureaucracy
C. An evaluation of the executive branch in California
VII. The Legislature in California
A. The Assembly
B. The Senate
C. Making legislation
D. An evaluation of the California legislature
VIII. Judicial System in California
A. The local courts
B. The higher courts in California
C. The election of judges
D. An evaluation of the judicial system in California
IX. Local Government in California
A. The duties and structure of local government
B. The funding of local government
C. The relationship between local and state government
D. An evaluation of local government
X. Budgets and Tax Policy in California
A. Where California gets its money
B. Tax policy
C. An evaluation of the tax policy in California
D. The budget crisis
XI. Education Policy in California
A. The quality of California education
B. Educational financing
C. California education in transition
XII. Politics in the Golden State
A. The past and future
B. Challenges facing California people and government

ASSIGNMENTS :
READING ASSIGNMENTS
Textbook readings and articles from an annual edition reader. Newspaper
or journal articles as assigned.
WRITING ASSIGNMENTS
Short essay homework, essay exams, 5-7 page research paper of book review
OUTSIDE ASSIGNMENTS
Preparing writing assignments, reading required selections and studying
for exams

METHOD OF INSTRUCTION:
Lecture, discussion, debate, video tapes, Internet

METHODS OF EVALUATION:
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1. Mid-term exam 2. Quizzes 3. Writing assignments 4. Journal Article
Reviews

BASIS FOR GRADING:

The assignment of a grade is based on the level of achievement
of the outcomes and objectives of the course outline and is
reflected in quantifiable terms in the course syllabus.

REPRESENTATIVE TEXTBOOKS:

Huber, Walter. California State and Local Government in Crisis.
Educational Textbook Company, 2006.

Field, Mona, California Government and Politics Today. Pearson Longman,
2007.

DeBow, Ken and John Syer. Power and Politics in California, Pearson
Longman, 2006.

Lawrence, David G. California: The Politics of Diversity. Thomson-
Wadsworth, 2007.

RATIONALE

This is a typical introductory course that is a staple of most California
community colleges. Although POL 200 technically includes discussion of
state and local government and politics, in practice it focuses
substantially on the federal government and national politics. This course
will concentrate on state and local institutions and issues in the context
of the federal system. In addition, there is a need to increase the number
of POL courses offered to meet the Area D requirements for CSU or the Area 4
IGETC requirements. This course could augment those offerings. It might also
be added to the list of courses that meet the major requirement for the A.A.
in Social Science degree.

RESOURCES REQUIRED
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MISCELLANEOUS

Advisory generate desc:
POL

Area department:
Audit flag:
Basic skills:
Classification:
Cost level:
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Fee:
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