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ASSOCIATE DEGREE CREDIT COURSE OUTLINE







Associate Degree Credit Course Proposal


	Term Effective:
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	
	Semester
	Year

	Title:
	Elections And Voting Behavior
	Course Number:
	POL 205

	
	(limit to 50 characters including spaces)

	Initiator:
	Phillip Warf
	Date Submitted:
	     


	Units Min:
	3.00
	Variable unit courses may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the different unit values will be granted in terms of the course scope, objectives, and content.

	Units Max:
	3.00
	

	Lecture Hours:
	3.00  to  3.00
	Lab Hours:
	0.00  to  0.00
	Activity Hours:
	0.00  to  0.00

	A lecture/lab/activity combination course may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the course scope objectives and content varies for the lecture, lab, and activity portions. Calculate hours using the relationship that 1 Lecture hour = 1 unit; 1 Lab hour = 1/3 unit; and 1 Activity hour = 1/2 unit.

	Repeatable for Credit:
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	If yes, number of repeats
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	for 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	Total enrollments

	If yes, explain how the content will differ and/or how the student will gain an expanded educational experience:

	     


	Recommended Preparation Course(s):

	ENG 80 or placement into ENG 200 through assessment process

	Prerequisite(s):

	None.

	Corequisite(s):

	None.

	Catalog Description:
Guidelines for catalog description: keep terminology accessible; no more than 100 words; tone should be clear and concise; use complete sentences; begin with “This course will”; include a description of major topics, finish with an overview of outcomes. 

	This course will provide an overview of the theory and practice of American elections and election outcomes. It will focus on electoral structures and institutions; changes in process and outcomes over time; political culture, socialization and opinion holding; and the determinants of vote choice. Major current elections and voting trends are also discussed.


COURSE CONTENT

	Topics/Scope: (Enter the Topics/Scope in an outline format.  Use the Ctrl + Tab keys to indent for subtopics.)

	I. Elections in American Political Culture 


A. Elections - Problems and Promise

B. Political Culture


C. Democratic Values


D. Political Socialization

II. Polling and the Public 


A. Public Opinion Defined

 
B. Polling and Democracy


C. The use of polls in campaigns and elections

 
D. Linkage Models

III. The Science of Public Opinion Assessment


A. Sampling and Data Collection


B. Question Wording and Other Problems

V. Political Knowledge


A. Levels of Attention


B. The Problem of Non-Attitudes

VI. Party Identification 


A. Party Loyalty


B. Party Systems and Realignments


C. General Partisan Movement

VII. Ideology


A. The Political Spectrum


B. General Ideological Movement

XII. Suffrage and Turnout


 
A. Restrictions and Extensions of Suffrage


B. Turnout – history and trends


C. High and Low Stimulus elections

XIII. The Media and Political Communication


A. Media Roles


B. Bias and Negativity

C. Campaign Coverage
XIV. Campaigns


A. Decline of parties and rise of candidate-centered campaigns


B. Money


C. Advertising/media


D. Get out the vote efforts

XV. Vote Choice and Electoral Decisions


A. Images and Issues


B. Determinants of Vote Choice


C. The Electoral College


D. The “Meaning” of Elections


E. Presidential and Mid-term elections

XVI. Current Campaigns


A. Presidential


B. Congressional


C. State and Local


	Outcomes/Objectives: (Enter the Outcomes/Objectives in an outline format.  Use the Ctrl + Tab keys to indent for subtopics.)

	1. Identify the cultural and socialization factors that influence political opinion forming

2. Differentiate ideology and partisanship.
3. Explain variations in voter turnout in specific types of elections and in aggregate over time.

4. Identify and discuss the key determinants of voting behavior.

5. Discuss the ways messages from candidate campaigns and the media influence voting behavior.



ASSIGNMENTS & EVALUATION:

	Reading Assignments:

	1. Textbook readings and newspaper, magazine or journal articles as assigned.

	Writing Assignments:

	1. Short essay homework, essay exams, 5-7 page research paper or book review.

	Outside Assignments:

	1.  Preparing writing assignments, reading required selections and studying for exams.

	Methods of Instruction:

	1. Lecture, discussion, debate, video tapes, internet.

	Methods of Evaluation:

	1.     1. Mid-term exams. 2. Quizzes. 3. Writing Assignments. 4. Reading reaction essays.

	Basis for Grading:

	1. The assignment of a grade is based on the level of achievement of the outcomes and objectives of the course outline and is reflected in quantifiable terms in the course syllabus.

	Representative Textbook(s):

	1. Flanigan, William H and Nancy H. Zingale. Political Behavior of the American Electorate. Washington, DC: CQ Press, 2006.
2. Wayne, Stephen J. Is This Any Way to Run a Democratic Election? Washington, DC: CQ Press, 2007



All categories of the course outline must be completed to comply with Title 5, Section 55002(a), Course Standards Criteria.

SIGNATURES / APPROVALS:
	Course Initiator
	
	
	

	
	Signature
	
	Date
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