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ASSOCIATE DEGREE CREDIT COURSE OUTLINE







Associate Degree Credit Course Proposal


	Term Effective:
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	
	Semester
	Year

	Title:
	California Government And Politics
	Course Number:
	POL 204

	
	(limit to 50 characters including spaces)

	Initiator:
	Phillip Warf
	Date Submitted:
	     


	Units Min:
	3.00
	Variable unit courses may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the different unit values will be granted in terms of the course scope, objectives, and content.

	Units Max:
	3.00
	

	Lecture Hours:
	3.00  to  3
	Lab Hours:
	0.00  to  0.00
	Activity Hours:
	0.00  to  0.00

	A lecture/lab/activity combination course may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the course scope objectives and content varies for the lecture, lab, and activity portions. Calculate hours using the relationship that 1 Lecture hour = 1 unit; 1 Lab hour = 1/3 unit; and 1 Activity hour = 1/2 unit.

	Repeatable for Credit:
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	If yes, number of repeats
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	for 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	Total enrollments

	If yes, explain how the content will differ and/or how the student will gain an expanded educational experience:

	     


	Recommended Preparation Course(s):

	    ENG 80 or placement into ENG 200 through the assessment process.

	Prerequisite(s):

	None.

	Corequisite(s):

	None.

	Catalog Description:
Guidelines for catalog description: keep terminology accessible; no more than 100 words; tone should be clear and concise; use complete sentences; begin with “This course will”; include a description of major topics, finish with an overview of outcomes. 

	This course will provide an overview and analysis of the role of state and local governments, with special emphasis directed to the history and development of these institutions; the state and local political systems; the political environment; party, interest group, citizen and media inputs; and current problems and changing functions affecting local governments.  


COURSE CONTENT

	Topics/Scope: (Enter the Topics/Scope in an outline format.  Use the Ctrl + Tab keys to indent for subtopics.)

	 I. An overview of Californians and California 

      A) California history 

      B) Variety of peoples 

      C) Political history 

      D) California today 
II. California and Federalism 

     A) State v. Federal Powers    

     B) What California gets from Washington 

     C) Californians in Congress 

III. Campaigns, political parties, and elections 

      A) The campaign process 

      B) The election process 

      C) The candidates 

      D) The voters
      E) Direct democracy 

IV. Interest Groups and Lobbyists 

      A) What are interest groups and lobbyists 

      B) How interest groups and lobbyists function 

      C) An evaluation of interest groups and lobbyists 

V. The Media in California Politics 

     A) The history of the media in California 

     B) The changing media 

     C) An evaluation of media in California 

VI. The Executive Branch in California 

     A) The powers of the governor 

     B) The California bureaucracy 

     C) An evaluation of the executive branch in California 

VII. The Legislature in California 

     A) The Assembly 

     B) The Senate 

     C) Making legislation 

     D) An evaluation of the California legislature 

VIII. Judicial System in California 

      A) The local courts 

      B) The higher courts in California 

      C) The election of judges 

      D) An evaluation of the judicial system in California 

IX. Local Government in California 

      A) The duties and structure of local government 

      B) The funding of local government 

      C) The relationship between local and state government 

      D) An evaluation of local government 

X. Budgets and Tax Policy in California 

      A) Where California gets its money 

      B) Tax policy 

      C) An evaluation of the tax policy in California
      D) The budget crisis 

XI. Education Policy in California 

      A) The quality of California education 

      B) Educational financing 

      C) California education in transition 
XII. Politics in the Golden State 

      A) The past and future 

      B) Challenges facing California people and government 


	Outcomes/Objectives: (Enter the Outcomes/Objectives in an outline format.  Use the Ctrl + Tab keys to indent for subtopics.)

	1. Identify the key governing institutions in California and recognize their roles
2. Identify key trends and challenges in California’s population and economy

3. Explain the principles and procedures of California elections 

4. Analyze the issues, problems and concerns, facing California local and state government



ASSIGNMENTS & EVALUATION:

	Reading Assignments:

	1. Textbook readings and articles from an annual edition reader. Newspaper or journal articles as assigned.

	Writing Assignments:

	1. Short essay homework, essay exams, 5-7 page research paper or book review.

	Outside Assignments:

	1.  Preparing writing assignments, reading required selections and studying for exams.

	Methods of Instruction:

	1. Lecture, discussion, debate, video tapes, internet.

	Methods of Evaluation:

	1.     1. Mid-term exams. 2. Quizzes. 3. Writing Assignments. 4. Journal Article Reviews.

	Basis for Grading:

	1. The assignment of a grade is based on the level of achievement of the outcomes and objectives of the course outline and is reflected in quantifiable terms in the course syllabus.

	Representative Textbook(s):

	1. Huber, Walter. California State and Local Government in Crisis. Educational Textbook Company, 2006.
2. Field, Mona. California Government and Politics Today. Pearson Longman, 2007.
3. DeBow, Ken and John Syer. Power and Politics in California. Pearson Longman, 2006.
4. Lawrence, David G. California: The Politics of Diversity. Thomson-Wadsworth, 2007.



All categories of the course outline must be completed to comply with Title 5, Section 55002(a), Course Standards Criteria.

SIGNATURES / APPROVALS:
	Course Initiator
	
	
	

	
	Signature
	
	Date
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