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ASSOCIATE DEGREE CREDIT COURSE OUTLINE







Associate Degree Credit Course Proposal


	Term Effective:
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	
	Semester
	Year

	Title:
	Special Topics In Political Science
	Course Number:
	POL 188

	
	(limit to 50 characters including spaces)

	Initiator:
	Phillip Warf
	Date Submitted:
	1/15/2008


	Units Min:
	1.00
	Variable unit courses may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the different unit values will be granted in terms of the course scope, objectives, and content.

	Units Max:
	3.00
	

	Lecture Hours:
	1.00  to  3.00
	Lab Hours:
	0.00  to  0.00
	Activity Hours:
	0.00  to  0.00

	A lecture/lab/activity combination course may be proposed when the course outline clearly reflects how the course scope objectives and content varies for the lecture, lab, and activity portions. Calculate hours using the relationship that 1 Lecture hour = 1 unit; 1 Lab hour = 1/3 unit; and 1 Activity hour = 1/2 unit.

	Repeatable for Credit:
	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	If yes, number of repeats
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	for 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	Total enrollments

	If yes, explain how the content will differ and/or how the student will gain an expanded educational experience:

	Each offering will cover a different topic or have a different area of focus


	Recommended Preparation Course(s):

	ENG 80 or placement into ENG 200 through assessment process

	Prerequisite(s):

	None.

	Corequisite(s):

	None.

	Catalog Description:
Guidelines for catalog description: keep terminology accessible; no more than 100 words; tone should be clear and concise; use complete sentences; begin with “This course will”; include a description of major topics, finish with an overview of outcomes. 

	This course will introduce students to a major theme, topic or set of issues that is a subject of contemporary political debate, a historical political event or set of events that have shaped politics and society, or emerging themes, issues and concerns that are significant and timely. Students will develop an informed, critical understanding of the topic or event. Topic varies each semester. No topic may be taken more than once. Only 3.0 unit special topics courses apply towards general education requirements.


COURSE CONTENT

	Topics/Scope: (Enter the Topics/Scope in an outline format.  Use the Ctrl + Tab keys to indent for subtopics.)

	The course will provide a general framework within which the theme will vary according to the preferences of the individual faculty member assigned to teach the course. In general, the content would follow the following outline:

I. Introduction


A. Political Science approaches to understanding issues and events


B. Institutional, structural, cultural, and other contextual considerations

II. The Specific Theme/Issue/Event

A. Definition and elaboration


B. Signficance and impact


C. Policy evaluation and development

III. Possible Topics

A. A specific campaign or election; i.e., the 2004 Presidential Election


B. Major themes or topics; i.e., The Electoral College, Money and Politics, etc


C. Historial events; i.e., The Vietnam War, FDR and the New Deal

D. Emerging issues; i.e., Terrorism, Globalization, etc.




	Outcomes/Objectives: (Enter the Outcomes/Objectives in an outline format.  Use the Ctrl + Tab keys to indent for subtopics.)

	1. Recognize and discuss the importance of selected significant topics in Political Science.

2. Define and use political terminology relevant to the topic.

3. Develop writing and critical thinking skills by reading and writing about politics and government.



ASSIGNMENTS & EVALUATION:

	Reading Assignments:

	1. Course textbook(s), newspaper and journal articles, online reports.

	Writing Assignments:

	1. Short essay homework, research paper, book review, essay examination

	Outside Assignments:

	1. Students should spend 2-3 hours outside class for every hour inside class. Outside work will include reading assignments, short answer and short essay homework, group work, book reviews, or research papers.

	Methods of Instruction:

	1. Lecture, discussion, video, Internet, student-centered activity

	Methods of Evaluation:

	1. Objective quiz and test questions, essay test questions, evaluation of outside work, term paper, mid-term and final exams 

	Basis for Grading:

	1. The assignment of a grade is based on the level of achievement of the outcomes and objectives of the course outline and is reflected in quantifiable terms in the course syllabus.

	Representative Textbook(s):

	1. n/a


All categories of the course outline must be completed to comply with Title 5, Section 55002(a), Course Standards Criteria.

SIGNATURES / APPROVALS:
	Course Initiator
	
	
	

	
	Signature
	
	Date
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