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Special Topics Course Proposal


	Term Effective:
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	
	Semester
	Year

	Title:
	Special Topic: Spanish Study/Travel
	Course Number:
	HUM 18.2

	
	(limit to 35 characters including spaces)

	Initiator:
	Susan Janssen
	Date Submitted:
	10/30/2007

	Special Topic courses are those with consistent pedagogy described in the Course Outline of Record, but with a focus area that changes from term to term. The goals and structure of the course remain consistent. The outcomes/objectives, assignments, methods of instruction, and evaluation must be specified and consistently adhered to.  If the umbrella course has variable units, indicate how many units for this topic/focus area (Note: the units assigned for the proposed Special Topic, must fall within the parameters of the existing “Umbrella” course).

	RATIONALE / REASON FOR PROPOSAL: 

What evidence of need exists for this proposed special topic course? 

	Since 1997 Spanish language Study/Travel courses have been offered as Conversational Spanish 100-104.  While that gives students credit for the language study portion of the program, it ignores the many hours they are involved in the investigation and experience of cultural, historical, geographical, political, and social topics, an undertaking as challenging and intense as the language study portion and involving at least as many hours.  The creation of an additional course in which students will enroll  along with the Conversational Spanish course will address this gap and credit students for work done and learning acquired.


Complete the areas below that have been approved for the umbrella course in this discipline:
	SCOPE OF COURSE OFFERING:

	Existing Umbrella Course:

	Units Min:
	0.50
	Units Max:
	3.00
	

	Lecture Hours:
	0.50  to  3.00
	Lab Hours:
	0.00  to  0.00
	Activity Hours:
	0.00  to  0.00

	Special Topics Course:

	If the umbrella course has variable units, indicate how many units for this topic/focus area:

	Lecture Hours:
	2.00
	Lab Hours:
	0.00
	Activity Hours:
	0.00


The ONLY areas of the outline that need to change for each new focus area are the Schedule Description, Topics/Scope, and Representative Textbook(s). Fill out these three areas in the spaces provided below.
	Schedule Description:
Guidelines for schedule description: keep terminology accessible; no more than 100 words; tone should be clear and concise; begin with “This course will”; include a description of major topics, finish with an overview of outcomes. 

	This course will take place prior to and during travel in Ecuador as part of a "total immersion" program of language study and travel and will result in ample and experiential understanding of life in this country through the investigation of a variety of cultural, historical, geographical, political, and social topics.


COURSE CONTENT

	Topics/Scope: (Enter the Topics/Scope in an outline format.  Use the Ctrl + Tab keys to indent for subtopics.)

	1.  Introduction to Ecuador
2.  History Overview

     a. Precolumbian

     b. Conquest

     c. Colonial era

     d. Wars of independence

     e. The 20th century

     f. The current administration 

     e. Relations other South American countries; with the U.S.

3.  Geography Overview

     a. Central Highlands and "Avenue of the Volcanoes"

     b. Coast and the Galápagos Islands

     c. Oriente, the Rain Forest

     d. North and South
     e. Climates

4.  Peoples of Ecuador

     a. Mestizo

     b. Quichua

     c. Indigenous tribes of the Oriente

     d. Indigenous languages

5.  Economy and Society

     a. Exports

     b. Economic realities

     c. Dollarization

     d. Wages and working conditions

     e. Emigration

     f. "Delincuencia"

6.  Everyday Life

     a. Customs and family life

     b. Food

     c. Holidays

     d. Transportation

7.  Art and Literature

     a. Notable artists

     b. Notable authors

     c. Handicrafts

8.  Language as an Expression of Culture

     a. Ecuadorean Spanish (compared)

     b. Popular expressions

     c. Local greetings

     d. Unique words

9.  Specific Locations in Depth

     a. Quito

     b. Mitad del Mundo

     c. Otavalo and surroundings

     d. The marketplace at Saquisilí

     e. Cotopaxi Volcano

     f. Amazon Rain Forest; Coca; Napo River settlements
     g. Galápagos Islands



	Representative Textbook(s) (Not required):

	The Rough Guide to Ecuador;   Culture Shock! Ecuador;  Selected readings provided to students


SIGNATURES / APPROVALS:
	Course Proposal Initiator
	
	
	

	
	Signature
	
	Date

	Full-time Faculty Sponsor
	
	
	

	
	Signature
	
	Date

	Curriculum Committee Action
	Approve:
	(
	Disapprove:
	(
	

	
	Date

	Curriculum Committee Chair
	
	
	

	
	Signature
	
	Date
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